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TH  E  tranflator  of  the  following  papers, 
relative  to  the  difafters  of  St.  Domingo, 
earneftly  recommends  their  attentive  perufal 
to  every  thinking,  difpaflionate,  Englifhman. 
They  are  faithful  tranfcripts  of  authentic  re- 
cords |  and,  however  queflioned  by  thofe  who 
have  an  intereft  in  difcrediting  them,  have  too 
melancholy  a  foundation  in  notorious  facts. 
The  principal  piece  is  a  literal  tranflation ;  the 
extracts  are  no  where  falfified  by  the  pen  of 
exaggeration  or  of  difingenuity,  as  will  appear 
on  comparifon  with  the  original  pieces.  The 
popular  talents  of  Mr.  Briffot,  and  other  lea- 
ders of  th<e  National  Affembly,  eminently  dif- 
tinguifhed  among  the  Amis  des  Noirs,  have 
fcarcely  afforded,  to  theargumentsandevidence 
of  the  St.  Domingo  deputies,  an  impartial 
hearing  jt  for  which  reafon,  and  as  the  fuffer- 
ing  party  is  often  fufpe£ted  of  an  unfair  attack 
upon  the  paffions,  the  tranflator  has  fubjoined, 
in  the  Appendix,  a  great  part  of  the  fpeech 
of  Mr.  Bertrand,  the  prefent  marine  mini- 
ller  of  France,  upon  this  very  fubjeft.^  It 
is  to  Jee  prefumed  that  he  could  neither  want 
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PREFACE, 


the  means  of  information,  nor  a  patriotic 
wifli  to  direct  the  attention  of  his  fellow-citi- 
zens to  the  true  fource  of  this  national  cala^ 
tnity. 

At  once  to  excite  the  companionate  attention 
of  the  public  to  the  fufferings  of  our  neigh- 
bours and  to  warn  the  Britifh  nation  againft 
fimilar  ruin,  originating  in  like  principles  and 
pra&ices,  is  the  objeft  of  the  prefent  pub- 
lication. Though  touched  by  the  contagion, 
our  vital  parts,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  are  yet 
found  ;  but,  "  when  our  neighours  houfe  is  on 
Jire>  it  can  never  he  amifs  to  play  a  little  upon  our 
own", 
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MADE    TO    THE 


ATIONAL      ASSEMBLY; 

The  3d  of  November,  1791, 

BY     THE 

DEPUTIES 

/ 

FROM     THE 

GENERAL    ASSEMBLY 

of   the  French  part  of 
St.      DOMING     O. 


SIRS, 

TH  E  General  Affembly  of  the  French  part  of  St.  Do- 
mingo has  appointed  us  a  deputation  to  addrefs  you. — 
In  that  charader*  our  firft  duty  is  to  afiure  vou  of  the  in- 
violable attachment  of  this  important  part  of  the  empire  to  the 
mother-country,  before  we  defcribe  to  you  the  terrible  events 
which  are  now  working  its  deftru&ion,  and  folicit  the  ear- 
lied  and  mod  effeaual  fuccour,  to  fave,  if  it  be  yet  poffible* 
its  wretched  remains. 

Long  have  we  forefeen  the  evils  which  afflitf  us,  and  which, 
doubtlefs,  will  end  in  our  annihilation,  if  the  national  juftiee 
and  power  interpofe  not  fpeedily  for  our  relief. 
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We  Gome  to  by  before  you  fome  particulars  which  yet  will 
give  but  an  imperfed  idea  of  our  difafters  and  of  our  fixa- 
tion. 

The  General  AfFembly  of  the  French  part  of  St.  Domingo, 
after  having  been  conftituted  at  Leogane^  had  appointed  to 
hold  its  felTions  in  the  town  of  the  Cape.  The  deputies  were 
gradually  aflembling  there  for  the  purpofes  of  their  million. 

Several  of  them  arriving  on  the  16th  (Auguft)  at  the 
<Siftric~l-  of  Limbe,  diftant  fix  leagues  front  the  Cape,  were 
there  witneffes  of  the  burning  o'f  a  trafh-houfe  on  Chabaud's 
plantation. 

The  incendiary  was  a  negro-driver* of  Defgrieux's  planta- 
tion. Armed  with  a  cutlafs,  he  fled;  M.  Cbabaud  faw, 
purfued,  and  overtook,  him;  they  fought-  the  negro  was 
wounded,  taken,  and  put  in  irons. 

Being  interrogated,  he  depofed,  "that  all  the  drivers,  coach- 
men, dorneftics,  and  confidential  negroes,  of  the  neighbouring 
plantations  and  adjacent  diftrids,  had  formed  a  plot  to  fet 
iire  to  the  plantations  and  to  murder  all  the  whites."  He 
marked  out,  as  ring-leaders,  feveral  negroes  of  his  mailer's 
plantation,  four  of  Flaville's,  (fituated  at  Acid,  three  leagues 
from  the  Cape,)  and  the  negro  Paul,  driver  on  Blin's  planta- 
tion at  Limbe. 

The  municipality  of  Limbe  proceeded  to  M.  Chabaud's  5 
and,  on  putting  the  fame  queftions,  received  the  like  anfwers 
from  the  incendiary  negro.  The  municipality  prefented  ths 
examination,  in  form  of  a  verbal  procefs,  to  the  Northers 
Provincial  AfTembly;  and,  informing  Flaville's  attorney  (or 
manager)  of  the  names  of  the  confpirators  that  were  i  bo  it 
him,  advifed  his  fecuring  and  lodging  them  in  the  prifon  of 
the  Cape. 

*  The  French  word  is  cormnandeur,  fi|nifyiig  a  ae5rp  trufted  with  the  care  of 
a  fmall  party  whea  at  work. 
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This  man,  of  a  mild  and  gentle  difpofirion,  inclined  more 
to  confidence  than  fufpicion,  aflembled  the  negroes  under  his 
command,  and,  communicating  the  information  he  had  re- 
ceived from  the  municipality,  told   them   he  could   not  give 
credit  to  a  plot  fo  atrocious,  and  offered  them  his  head  if  they 
defired  it.    With  one  voice  they  anfwered,  that  the  depofition 
of  Defgrzeux's  driver  was  a  deteftable  calumny,  and  fwore  an 
inviolable  attachment  to  their  manager.    He  had  the  weaknefs 
to  believe  them,  and  his  crsdulity  has  been  our  ruin.  The  mu- 
nicipality of  Limbe  demanded  from  M.  Planteau^  attorney  of 
pUn's  plantation,  that  they  might  examine  the  negro  Paul, 
This  ilave,  being  interrogated,  replied,  «  That  the  accufation 
brought  againft  him  was  falfe  and  injurious  5  that,  full  of  gra- 
titude to  his  mafter,  from  whom   he  was  daily  experiencing 
acts  of  kindnefs,  he  would  never  be  found  concerned  in  plots 
that  might  be  framed  againft  the  exigence  of  the  whites  and 
.againft  their  property ." 

In  return  for  this  perfidious  declaration,  and  under  aflurancs 
from  M.  Planteau  that  Paul  deferved  credit,  he  was  releafed.  - 
In  this  ftate  matters  continued  till  the  21ft,  when  the  pub- 
lic force  of  Limbe,  at  the  requifition  of  the  municipality, 
proceeded  to  Defgrieux's  plantation,  to  take  into  cuftody  the 
negro  cook,  accufed  of  being  a  ringleader  :  the  negro  fled  5 
found  out  the  negro  Paul^  of  B tin's  plantation,  and,  in  con- 
junction with  the  other  confpirators,  they  prepared  fire  and 
fword,  deftined  for  the  completion  of  their  horrible  defigns. 

In  the  night,  between  the  22d  and  23d,  twelve  negroes 
reached  the  fugar-houfe  of  Noe's  plantation  at  Acul,  feized 
upon  the  apprentice  refiner  ;  dragged  him  before  the  great 
koufe,  where  he  expired  under  their  wounds.  His  cries 
brought  out  the  attorney  of  the  eftate,  who  was  laid  breathlefs 
on  the  ground  by  two  mufket-balls.  The  wretches  proceeded 
to  the  apartment  of  the  head  refiner,  ?.n&  aflamnated  him  in 
his  bed.     A  young  man,  lying  fick  in  a  neighbouring  cham- 
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ber,  fhey  left  for  dead  under  the  blows  of  their  cutlaffes ;  yet 
he  had  ftrength  to  crawl  to  the  next  plantation,  where  he  re- 
lated the  horrors  he  had  witnelTed,  and  that  the  furgeon  only 
was  fpared;  an  exception  which  was  repeated  in  refpe&  to  the 
furgeons  in  genera],  of  whofe  abilities  the  negroes  had 
reckoned- they  might  ftand  in  need. 

The  plunderers  proceeded  to  Clement's  plantation,  and 
there  killed  the  proprietor  and  the  refiner. 

Day  began  to  break,  and  favoured  the  junaion  of  the  ill- 
difpofed5  who,  fpread  over  the  plain,  with  dreadful  fhouts,  fed 
fire  tohoufes  and  canes,  and  marTaered  the  inhabitants. 

On  that  fame  night  the  revolt  had  broken  out  on  the  three 
plantations  o^  Galifet.*  At  one  of  which,  the  blacks,  with 
arms  in  their  hands,  made  way  into  the  chamber  of  the  re- 
finer, wkhadefign  to  affaffinate  him,  but  only  wounded  him 
in  the  arm;  favoured  by  the  night,  he  efcaped,  and  ran  to 
the  great  houfe.  The  whites,  who  refidei  there,  united  for 
their  defence.  M.  Odelucy  a  member  of  the  General  AfTem- 
bly,  and  attorney  for  the  concerns  of  Ga/ifet,  came  to  the 
Cape,  and  gave  information  there  of  the  imurreaion  of  his 
negroes.  Efcorted  by  the  patrole,  he  reached  the  plantation, 
ieized  the  ring-leaders,  and  returned  at  their  head  to  the  town, 
Immediately  he  went  out  again,  with  twenty  men  in  arms,  that 
he  might  reftpre  tranquillity  and  maintain  order.  But  the 
negroes  were  all  embodied,  and  attacked  him.  Their ftandard 
was  the  body  of  a  white  infant  impaled  upon  a  Jiakef  M.  Odeluc, 
addreffing  himfelf  to  his  coachman,  whom  he  perceived  among 
the  foremofr,  exclaimed,  "  Wretch,  I  have  treated  thee  ever 
with  kindnefs,  why  doff,  thou  feek  my  death ?"  *<  True," 
he  replied,  «  but  I  have  promifed  to  cut  your  throat  :2>  and, 
thatinftanr,  a  hundred  weapons  were  upon  him.     Themajo^ 

*  At  the  Cape,  it  was  a  proverbial  mode  of  expreffing  any  man's  happinefs— 
?<  M'a  foi,  H  eft  heureux  comme  un  negre  de  Galifet."— «  He  is  as  happy  as  one 
P  of  Galifet's  negroes." 
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rity  of  the  whites  periflied  with  him,  particularly  M.  Averoult 
alfo  a  member  of  the  General  Affembly. 

At  the  very  fame  time  Flaville's  gang  (that  which  had  fo 
recently  fworn  fidelity  to  the  attorney)  armed  themfelves,  re- 
volted, entered  the  apartments  of  the  whites,  and  mur- 
dered five  of  them  who  refided  on  the  plantation.  The  attor- 
ney's wife,  on  her  knees,  befought  the  life  of  her  hiifband. 
The  inexorable  negroes  affaffinated  the  hufband,  and  told  the 
wife  that  file  and  her  daughters  were  referved  for  their  plea- 
fures. 

M.  Robert^  a  carpenter,  employed  on  the  fame  plantation, 
was  feized  by  the  negroes,  who  bound  him  between  two 
planks,  and  fawecl  him  deliberately  in  two. 

A  youth,  aged  fixteen,  wounded  in  two  places,  efcaped  the 
fury  of  the  cannibals,  and  it  is  from  him  we  learned  thefe  facts. 
The  fword  was  then  exchanged  for  the  torch  j  fire  was  (et  to 
the  canes,  and  the  buildings  foon  added  to  the  conflagration; 
it  was  the  appointed  fignal  ;  revolt  was  the  word;  and,  with 
the  fpeed  of  lightning,  it  flamed  out  on  the  neighbouring 
plantations ;  wherever  there  were  whites,  there  were  fo  ma- 
ny victims  flaughtered;  men,  women,  the  infant,  and  the 
aged,  expired  indifcriminately  under  the  knife  of  the  afiaffins. 

A  colonift  was  murdered  by  the  very  negroe  whom  he  had 
moft  diftinguifhed  by  acts  of  kindnefs.  His  wife,  ftretched 
upon  his  body,  was  forced  to  fatisfy  the  brutality  of  the  mur- 
derer. 

M.  Cagnet,  inhabitant  of  Acul,  feeking  to  efcape  from 
thefe  horrors,  embarked  for  the  Cape.  His  domeftic  negro 
begged  permiffion  to  attend  him.  Such  a  mark  of  attach- 
ment determined  his  mafter  to  leave  him  as  a  guard  upon  the 
plantation,  that  he  might  endeavour  to  preferve  it.  But  M. 
Cagnet  had  hardly  fet  foot  on- board,  when  he  faw  that  flave^ 
ivith  a  torch  in  his  hand,  fetting  fire  to  his  property. 

ExprefTes 
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ExprefTes  being  fent  to  the  Cape,  armed  citizens  and  troops 
of  the  line  were  difpatched  from  thence  -,  they  proceeded  to* 
wards  the  flrongeft  body  of  the  mutineers,  and  deftroyed  a 
part  of  them  ;  but,  finding  the  number  of  revolters  increafing 
in  centuple  proportion  to  their  loiTes,  and  being  unable  to 
maintain  their  ground,  they  retreated  in  expectation  of  a  re* 
inforcement,  which  arrived,  but  not  before  night,  headed  by 
M.  de  Touzard,  who  took  the  command  of  the  little  army. 

M.  de  Touzard,  perceiving  that  the  revolters  were  rally* 
ing  on  Latour's  plantation,  marched  thither.  Their  number 
might  be  from  three  to  four  thoufand.  The  moment  the  ar- 
tillery was  ready  to  play,  to  difperfe  them,  the  negroes  pre* 
tended  to  furrender.  M.  de  Touzard  advanced;  many  of 
them  exclaimed,  they  would  return  to  their  duty.  He  trufK 
ed  to  their  repentance,  and  retired.  Humanity  and  the  inte* 
refts  of  the  colony  enjoined  his  forbearance,  but  it  was  not 
long  before  he  was  undeceived ;  the  negroes  feparated  indeed, 
but  only  that  they  might  recruit  their  numbers  with  all  the 
neighbouring  gangs.  The  army  was  returned  into  the  town 
to  take  new  fteps  for  putting  an  end  to  the  diforder.  The 
revolters  profited  by  this  interval  to  fill  up  the  meafure  of 
their  depredations.  Our  communications  with  the  adjacent 
diflri&s  became  impeded,  We  were  alarmed  left  the  dif- 
order had  reached  them,  and  our  fears  were  foon  realifed* 
We  learnt,  by  means  of  perfons  efcaped  by  the  fea,  that  Limbey 
Plaijance,  Port  Margot,  were  a  prey  to  like  horrors,  and  every 
citizen,  in  detailing  his  misfortunes,  difcovered  to  us  new 
crimes, 

M.  Potter,  inhabitant  of  Port  Margot,  had  taught  his  ne- 
gro-driver to  read  and  write.  He  had  given  him  his  liberty, 
which  the  fellow  enjoyed ;  he  had  granted  him  10,000  livres, 
which  were  foon  to  be  paid  to  him ;  he  had  alfo  given  to 
this  negro's  mother  a  piece  of  land,  on  which  (he  cultivated 
eoffee.      The  monfter  feduced  the  gang  of  his  benefador 

and 
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and  of  his  mother,  burned  and  deftroyed  their  poffeifionS, 
and  obtained,  for  this  action,  a  promotion  to  the  rank  of  ge- 
neral. 

At  Great  River,  an  inhabitant,  M.  Cardineau,  had  two 
natural  fons,  of  colour,*  to  whom  he  had  given  their  liberty, 
land  who,  in  their  childhood,  had  been  the  objects  of  his  ten- 
dered: cares.  They  accofted  him  with  a  piflol  at  his  breaft, 
and  demanded  his  money.  He  delivered  it ;  but  no  fooner 
had  they  obtained  it  than  they  {tabbed  him  to  the  heart. 

At  Acul,  M.  Cbauvet  du  Breuil,  deputy  to  the  General 
Aflembly,  was  aflailinated  by  a  mulatto,  aged  fixteen,  his  na- 
tural fon,  to  whom  he  deitined  his  fortune,  having  manumitted 
him  from  his  childhood. 

At  the  Great  Ravine  of  Limbe,  a  coloniftj  father  of  twa 
young  ladies,  whites,  was  tied  down  by  a  favage  ring-leader 
of  a  band,  who  ravifhed  the  eldeft  in  his  prefence,  and  delivered 
the  younger  over  to  one  of  his  fatellites  ;  their  paffion  fatisfxed, 
they  ilaughtered  both  the  father  and  the  daughters. 

Mk  and  Mad.  Baillon,  with  their  fon-in-law  and  daughter, 
encouraged  by  their  negroes,  remained  on  their  plantation^ 
but  the  depredations  of  thofe,  whom  they  had  moil  trufted, 
warned  them  that  it  was  time  to  fly.  The  nurfe  of  Mad. 
Baillon,  the  younger,  confeffed  to  her  there  was  not  an  inftant 
to  be  loft,  and  offered  to  attend  them.  An  old  fervant  enga- 
ged to  condua  their  fteps.  Luckily  Mad.  Baillon's  nurfe  was 
wife  of  Paul  Blin,  one  of  the  negro  generals,  and  had  obtain- 
ed from  him  fome  provifions  for  her  matter's  family.  At 
her  intreaty,  he  had  even  promifed  to  provide,  at  a  diftant 
fearquadier,  a  canoe  to  carry  the  fugitives  to  the  Cape.  But 
how  great  their  grief  at  feeing  a  little  fluff,  without  maft,  or 
oars,  or  rowers!  One  of  them  tried  to  embark  in  it 5  the 
flimfey  boat  over-fet,  and  his  Ilk,  with  difficulty,  was  faved, 

*  In  the  French  colonies,  the  free  negroes,  as  well  as  the  rnula&toes  and  others 
•f  the  nixed  race,  are  denominated  peopk  of  colour. 

Again 
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Again  they  applied  to  Paul,  and  his  wife  reproached  hirri 
with  breaking  his  promife.  He  replied,  "  that  he  only  pro- 
<c  vided  this  as  a  preferable  mode  of  death  to  that  which  the 
c  revolters  had  prepared  for  the  unhappy  family:" — petrified, 
at  this  recital,  with  terror,  defpair  gave  them  new  ftrength ; 
they  fet  off  on  foot,  and  after  being  twenty-one  days  in  per- 
forming a  journey  of  only  five  leagues,  every  day  encompaifed 
with  dangers,  they  arrived  at  Port  Margot^  whence  they 
reached  the  Cape. 

Mean  time  the  flames  gained  ground  on  all  fides.  La  Petite 
uinfey  la  Plaine  du  Nora\  the  diftri£ts  of  Morin,  Limonadei 
prefented  only  heaps  ofafhes  and  of  mangled  carcafes. 

Nothing,  one  would  think,  could  deepen  the  horrors  of 
this  recital  j  and  yet,  Sirs,  it  is  marked  with  features  of  a  ftill 
more  dreadful  character,  when  we  fee  that  thofe  flaves,  who 
had  been  mod  kindly  treated  by  their  mafters,  were  the  very 
foul  of  the  Infurre&ion.  It  was  they  who  betrayed  and  de- 
livered thofe  humane  mafters  to  the  aflailin's  fword  j  it  was 
they  who  feduced  and  ftirred  up  to  revolt  the  gangs  difpofed 
to  fidelity  ;  it  was  they  who  maflacred  all  who  refufed  to  be- 
come their  accomplices.  What  a  lefTon  for  the  Amis  des 
Noirs!*  What  a  heart-breaking  difcovery  to  the  colonifts 
themfelves,  to  whom  fut'arity  could  fuggeft  nothing  but 
profpedls  of  defpair,  if,  in  the  midft  of  fo  many  crimes,  there 
had  not  yet  been  found  flaves  who  gave  proofs  of  an  invincible 
fidelity,  and  who  made  manifeft  their  determination  to  reject 
with  difdain  the  fedu£lions  of  thofe  who  have  endeavoured 
by  promifes  of  liberty  to  enveigle  them  into  certain  deftruc- 
tion.  Liberty  is  now  theirs,  but  it  is  the  gift  of  their  mafters; 
the  reward  of  their  honeft  attachment,  and  it  has  been  ratified 
by  the  representatives  of  the  colony,  amidft  the  tranfports  of 
univerfal  gratitude. 

*  Qx  friends  of  the  blacks,    by  which  name  are  diftinguiihed,  in  France,  thofe 
who  have  feconded  the  Englifh  projett  for  abolishing  the  Slave-Trade. 

We 
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We  refume  the  narrative  of  our  difafters.  At  this  time 
One  hundred  thoufand  negroes  were  in  rebellion,  and  all  the 
buildings  and  plantations,  of  more  than  half  the  Northern 
province,  appeared  only  as  one  general  conflagration.  The 
plains  and  the  mountains  were  filled  with  carnage  and  deluged 
with  blood.  The  colonics,  flupined  with  fear,  knew  not 
where  to  feek  refuge;  one  flies  for  fafety  to  the  woods;  is 
there  betrayed  by  his  negroes,  and  ftabbed:  another  confides 
in  the  promifes  of  his  gang;  a  rebel  ring-leader  fteals  in 
among  them ;  the  gang  rifes,  and  the  proprietor  is  their  firft 

yiftim. 

Scattered  over  an  extent  of  country;  interfered  by  moun- 
tains and  deep  valleys;  the  flying  inhabitants  attempted  to 
rally  and  to  fell  their  lives  dearly.  The  roads  were  blocka- 
ded; they  were  taken  prifoners  and  mailacred. 

They,  who  re-united,  oppofed  but  a  feeble  bulwark  againft 
the  fwellino-  torrent ;  they  were  routed,  taken,  and  expiated 
in  tortures  their  exertions  for  felf-prefervation.  Thefe  hor- 
rible fcenes  were  ading  at  the  very  gate  of  the  town  of  the 
Cape.  Terror  and  difmay  took  pofleffion  of  every  mind ; 
yet  all  felt  the  urgency  of  providing  for  their  common  fafety. 
They  aflembled,  a&ed  in  concert,  the  citizens  took  arms,  and 
the  General  Affembly  placed  the  patriotic  troops  under  the 
command  of  the  governor. 

The  town  of  the  Cape,  with  about  three  thoufand  men  at 
the  mod,  had  to  keep  in  check  fifteen  thoufand  black  inmates, 
ready  to  follow  the  example  of  thofe  without,  and  many  ill- 
difpofed  whites.  The  General  Affembly  deliberated  one  en- 
tire night  upon  the  means  of  prefervation  from  internal  ene- 
mies. The  remit  was,  to  adhere  folely  to  a  well-directed  and 
conftant  watch  over  their  conduit  and  their  difpofitions. 
The  revolt  had  been  too  fudden,  and  too  well  concerted,  to 
leave  a  hope  of  flopping  or  of  alleviating  its  ravages.  The 
town  of  the  Cape    (that  fide  next  the  fea  excepted)  w^s 
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defencelefs  and  incapable  of  fortification,  without  a  clelav  of 
feveral  days  and  immenfe  labour.  It  was  extremely  to  be 
feared  left  the  revolted  negroes  fhould  pour  down  upon  the 
town,  and,  favoured  and  feconcied  by  thofe  within,  make  a 
general  maffacre  of  the  whole  race  of  the  whites.  One  re. 
fource,  ^.therefore,  only  remained ;  to  take  pofTeifion  of  the 
paiTes  of  the  hills  contiguous  t6  the  town  ;  to  eftabliila  a  com- 
manding poff,  which,  by  the  help  of  the  adjoining  marines, 
might  protea  it ;  and  to  defend  the  road  of  la  Petite  Anje  by  a 
battery  of  cannon  and  boats  lamed  together.  This  refolution 
was  adopted  and  executed;  thence-forwards  the  Cape,  fur- 
rounded  by  a  folid  palifade,  by  ehevaux-de-frize,  and  by  con- 
siderable pofts,  might  feel  its  fituation  lefs  alarming. 

During  this  interval,  not  a  minute  was  loft  in  fending  in- 
formation, by  fea,  to  the  pariihes  which  were  yet  unconta- 
minated,  and  in  fuggefting  to  them  the  proper  precautions 
to  be  taken.  The  inhabitants  of  thofe  parifnes  formed  a 
league*  and  eftablifhed  camps,  more  or  lefs  confiderable : 
thefe  were  ftationed  at  Trou,  Valliere,  Great  River  *  Moruet^ 
Dbndm^  Id  Marmsladey  Port  Margate  and  other  places  in 
danger.  The  revolters  followed  the  fame  plan ;  they  ftation- 
ed camps  rn  all  the  dinn^s  they  had  ravaged.  Moreover, 
they  forced  the  camp  of  the  whites  at  Great  River,  and  kiMed 
or  put  to  Eight  all  the  inhabitants  of  that  diftrid;  the  camp 
at  Dondon  fhared  the  fame  fate,  after  a  conteft  of  feven  hours, 
in  which  more  than  one  hundred  whites  fell.  The  few  un- 
fortunate people,  who  efcaped  on  that  occaiion,  fought  refuge 
among  the  Spaniards,  but  were  driven  back. 

MM.  Gramaly  Raynaud,  and  Lambert,  inhabitants  of 
Great  River  and  Dondon,  reached,  however*  the  houfe  of 
a  Spanifh  colonift,  their  intimate  friend :  this  worthy  man, 
on  one  fide  urged  by  the  ftrongeft  feelings,,  on  the  other  by 
the  fear  of  being  burnt  out  by  his  countrymen,  determined  to 
keep  the  three  Frenchmen  locked  up  m  his  clofet,  from 
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whence  he  let  them  efcape  at  night,  in  the  midft  of  deferts, 
and  under  advantage  of  a  {form. 

Shall  it  be  told  you,  that  you  may  feel  the  indignation 
which  the  conduaof  our  neighbours  mud  have  excited,  that 
depofitions  and  the  public  report  ftate,  that  feveral  inhabitants 
of  Dondop,  who  took  refuge  among  the  Spaniards,  were  dri- 
ven beyond  the  limits,  and  fold  to  the  rebel  negro  chiefs,  in 
confideration  of  three  Portugal  pieces  (i32iivres  of  France) 
per  head,  and  that  they  were  put  to  death. 

The  diftrias  of  Rocou*  Maribaroux,  le  Terrier  Rouge,  Jac* 
quefy,  Caracole,  Ouanaminthe,  and  fort  Dauphin,  forming  the 
Eaftern  part  of  the  Northern  province,  were  {till  uninjured 5 
their  defence  was  an  obj  ed  of  inftant  neceffity.  * 

A  camp  was  eftabUfked  under  the  orders  of  M.  de  Rouvrai, 
which  completely  anfwered  the  purpole  for  which  it  was  form- 
ed, in  fpite  of  the  continual  efforts  of  the  banditti. 

While  thefe  alarming  tranfadions  were  palling  .the  town 
of  the  Cape  was,  reforted  to  by  the  inhabitants  o  f  the  neigh- 
bouring hills  and  plains,  efcaping  from   the  fword  of  the  af- 
faffins.     It  was  then  that  M.  Blanchelande  f  thought  it  pru- 
dent to  march  out  two  fmall  bodies  of  troops,  which,  join- 
ed by  M.  de  Rouvrai,  attacked  and  carried,  in  fuccefiion, 
feveral  camps  of  the  revolters,  fituated  on  the  plantations  of 
Chabanon,    la  Chevallerle,    Bullet,  Duplat^  Charltte^  Denort, 
Dagout,    and  Gallfet ;  in  each   of  which  many  female  white 
prifoners  were  Jet  at  liberty.     It  is  from  them,  Sirs,  that  we 
learnt  to  what  an  excefs  the  tevolters  had  carried  their  bru- 
tality. 

Your  fenfibiUty,  already  exciteds  could  not  endure  the  nar? 
rative  of  thofe  horrid  fcenes  which  thefe  women  witnefled. 


*  Thefe  drftri&s  have  all  been  fiace  ravaged  and  deftroyedo 
4-  Governor  General. 
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From  the  rebel  prifoners,  we  difcovered  that  the  Mstdat 
chiefs  of  thefe  banditti  are  at  bitter  enmity  with  each  other - 
every  troop  forms   a   party,  and  thefe  parties  are  always  at 
vanance,  always  ready  for  mutual  deftruaion.     The  autho 
nty  they  have  eftabliflled  is  abfojute  delpotifm.     The  chiefs 
exerafe  unheard.*  tyranny  over  thofe  they  command  :    the 
leaft  drfobedience,  the  flighteft  fig„  of  hefitation,  is  punifted 
With  death ;  and  it  is  a  notorious  truth,   that  more  negroes 
.   have  been  facrificed  to  their  own  ignorant  rage  and  fufpicion 
than  we  have  been  compelled  to  deftroy  in  our  defenc-    al 
tirough  we  have  obtained  over  them  feveral  fignal  advantages, 
Thar  acts  of  cruelty  fall  ev<5n  on  thofe  who  have  voluntary 
engaged  ,n  the  revolt.      But  who  will  not  ftudder  to  hear  in 
what  manner  they  puniflr  thofe  who  determine  to  remain 
-atthful  to  their  mailers  .'-They  fei?e  them  by  force  and  roaft 
them  at  the  next  fire.     They  have  been  feen,  with  the  cru- 
elty of  cowards,  placing,  in  the  front  of  battle,  the  ao-ed    the 
infant,,  and  the  women;  and,  finding  them  unfit  for  action 
makmg  ufe  of  them  to  parry  our  blows.     Have  they  any 
wounded,    and   for   want   of   forgeons   cannot  drefs   their 
wounds  f-they  confine  them  in  a  hut  and  fet  fire  to  it      In 
fhort,    take   this  for  cenain;_if  the  fanguinary  defigns  cf 
tnele  uncivluzed  and  ferocious  men  fliould  be  realized  in  re' 
fpeft  to  the   whites;  ftould  they  accomplish  the  extermina- 
toon  of  the  Europeans  in  the  colony ;  foot,  would  you  fee  St 
Domingo  preferring  a  piaure  of  all  the  atrocities  cf  Africa 
Subjeaed  to  the  mcft  arbitrary  matters,  dirtied  by  the  moft 
bloody  wars,  they  would  render  their  prifoners  fubfervient  tp 
their  caprices;   and  the  moderated  Servitude,  under  which 
they  are  held  by  us,  would  be  exchanged  for  a  flavery,  aggra- 
vated by  ril  the  refinements  of  barbarifm. 

In  the  deplorable  fituation  we  have  defcribed,  M.  Blanche- 
bmde,  whoacled  in  concurrence  with  the  General  Afibmbly 
thought  it  right  to  fuggeft  a  proclamation  which  might  conl 
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tribute  "to  bring  back  the  revolters  to  their  duty.  The  Ge- 
neral Affembly,  compofed  of  planters  perfectly  acquainted 
with  the  character  of  the  negroes,  reprefented  to  him  the  dan- 
ger of  fuch  a  proclamation,  and  pofitively  refufed  it  their 
fan&ion.  The  week  following,  M.  Blanchelarwie  renewed 
bis  propofaL  The  fame  motives  dictated  the  fame  refufal. 
He  perfifted,  and  determined  to  iffue  it  in  his  own  name,  and 
he  did  it,  becaufe  he  learned  that  the  negroes  were  willin?  to 
fubmit  themklves.  The  proclamation  was  made  and  deli- 
vered by  twelye  dragoons.  What  effect  was  produced  by 
this  meafure  ?  Seven  of  them  were  aflaffinated  in  the  camp 
pf  the  rebels,  and  the  others  faved  themfelves  with  the  utmoft 
difficulty. 

It  would  anfwer  no  end,  Sirs,  to  defcribe  to  you  all  the 
horrors  to  which  our  unfortunate  fellow-citizens  have  been 
a  prey.  Poflerity  will  be  (hocked  at  fo  many  cruelties,  com- 
mitted in  the  names  of  philofophy  and  liberty. 

Yet  have  we  only,  in  this  relation,  fetched  to  you  fome 
fcattered  outlines  of  the  dreadful  piaure  of  thofe  evils,  which 
have  vifited,  probably  ftill  vifit,  a  country,  but  lately  fo 
peaceful,  fo  flourishing,  fo  valuable  to  the  French  empire ! 
You  will  better  judge  by  a  fummary  of  the  lofTes  which  the 
colony  had  experienced  at  the  period  of  our  departure. 

They  reckoned,  in  the  parishes  oi  Plaifance,  Port  Mar -got, 
Limbe,  Marmelade,  Jcul,  la  Plaine  du  Nord,  la  Ptfite  Anfa 
Morin,  Limonade,  Saintc  Sufanne,  Moka,  Cottellettes,  Great 
River,  Dondon,  and  other  diitrids,  more  than  two  hundred 
fugar-works,  twelve  hundred  coffee-works,  many  indigo-works* 
entirely  burned  down  •  numerous  potteries,  diftilleries,  many 
confiderable  villages,  public  magazines,  an  immenfe  quantity 
of  merchandife,  had  Jhared  the  fame  fate.  By  adding  to  thefe 
inappreciable  objecls,  all  the  inftruments  of  hujbandry,  uten- 
f h  for  manufactures,  houf eh  old- furniture,  and  fpeciey  horfes^ 
mules,  and  other  cattle ;  fim  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  enor- 
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mity.  of  our  lojfeS)  which  we  value  at  upwards  of  fix  hundred 
millions  oflivres.  The  ailiitance  of  the  ration,  the  exertions 
of  commerce,  and  our  induilry,  may,  perhaps,  repair  them : 
but  what  {hall  dry  the  tears  that  flow  for  more  than  one 
thoufand  of  our  fellow-citizens  flaughtered,  the  victims  of 
this  cruel  revolt  !  Can  fenfibilily  he  mute,  when  we  reflect, 
that  fifteen  thoufand  negroes  will  be  deftroyed  before  order  and 
tranquillity  can  be  re-eftabliihed,  and  that,  fhould  they  fuc- 
ceed  in  their  projects,  St.  Domingo  will  become  the  tomb  of 
fifty  thoufand  Frenchmen  !* 

Hitherto  we  have  only  fpoken  of  the  misfortunes  of  the 
Northern   parts.      They  are  not  all   we  have  tp  lament. 


*  The  following  arc  extra&s  from  an  authentic  account  of  the  calamities  of 
this  unfortunate  co.ony,  published,  in  December  laft,  by  Mr.  Baillio,  a  French 
gentleman,  a  few  davs  after  his  arrival  at  Paris  from  St.  Domingo. 
'  «  Several  journals  have  taken  incredible  pains  to  foften  the  reprefentation  of 
«  this  mafs  of  horrors.  I  ft»  affirm  that  the  General  Ailembly,  whofe  meetings 
*'■  I  attended  till  the  z  ift  of  October^  had,  at  the  clofe  of  the  preceding  month, 
*<  received  a  particular  account  of  the  deftru&ion  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-two 
•«  fugar-eftates  and  between  eleven  and  twelve  hundred  coffee-plan  rations,  and  it 
8  could  not  then  be  known  how  far  the  mifchief  had  extended  itfelf  among  the 
«  hills,   with  which  the  town  of  the  Cape  could  no  longer  maintain  any  com- 

**  munication. 

«  The  number  of  white  men,  women,  and  children,  whofe  throats  had  been 
<*  cut,  or  who  had  been  otherwife  butchered,  by  the  negroes,  then  amounted 
«  to  more  than  two  thoufand,  and  not  to  fix  hundred  only,  as  the  journals  of  the 
«  pretended  philanthrophifts  ailert. 

«  It  would  be  too  irkfome  a  talk  to  enumerate  the  ads  of  cruely  committed 
«  by  the  revolters  -.-thofe  barbarians,  m  whofe  favour  a  certain  feci  of  philofophers 
«  fo  warmly  intereft  themfelves  !  All  the  white,  and  even  the  mulatto,  children 
«  have  in  many  places  been  murdered  without  pity,  and  moft  frequently  before 
«<  the  eyes,  or  cHiigi  g  to  the  bof  m,  of  their  mothers.  The  young  women  indeed 
«  have  not  been-  murdered  before  they  have  fatisfied  the  brutal  luft  of  thefe 
«  favages,  and  been  abufed  in  too  fhameful  a  manner  for  the  pen  to  defcribe. 
«  Infants  impaled  on  the  ends  f  pikes  have  been  their  enfigns.  The  Sieur  BUn, 
«  (an  officer  of  police,)  was  nailed  to  one  of  the  gates  of  a  plantation,  and  his 
«  limbs,  one  by  one,  cutoff:  others  have  been  tied  betwtentwo  planks  and  faw.d 
«  afundcr.'*    Mot  de  Ve'rite.    Pages  4,  5, 
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Blood  was  fpllt  in  the  Weftern  province ;  fire  deftroyed  fede- 
ral properties  there  ;    the  gangs  of  Grindfonds^  Charboniere9 . 
and  Fond  Ferrier^  revolted. 

The  detection  of  a  confpiracy  at  Leogane  preserved  that 
diftricf.  from  carnage  and  conflagration,  as  well  as  thofe  of 
Archaie,  Des  Fafes,  and  le  Cul  de  Sac.  Jeretnie  experienced 
fome  commotions,  but  a  timely  arrefl  cf  the  exciters  of  thenx 
faved  that  place  from  the  impending  evil. 

The  Southern  parts  had  alfo  great  caufe  of  alarm.  The 
precautions  taken  ther^e  had,  to  the  time  of  our  departure, 
maintained  their  tranquillity ;  yet  the  population  there  is  fo 
thin,  that  the  meafures  employed  are  more  the  proofs  of  timi- 
dity than  the  pledges  of  fecuiity. 

Thus,  Sirs,  you  behold  on  every  fide  the  colony  threaten- 
ed ;  and,  if  there  be  colonics  who  are  yet  to  be  faved  from 
fo  many  complicated  dangers,  ft  ill  will  they  have  to  contend 
with  treachery  and  famine,  with  epidemical  difeafes  caufed 
by  fo  many  unburied  carcafes  in  a  burning  climate,  with  dif- 
orders  more  acute,  the  effects  of  fatigue,  terror,  and  vexa- 
tion; in  a  word,  with  every  evil  that  nature  engenders  for 
the  deftrudlion  of  mankind.  What  juft  reafon  have  we  not 
to  dread  the  total  ruin  of  the  colony,  a  ruin  which  muft  acce- 
lerate that  of  the  mother-country!  The  deftruction  of  our 
plantations  will  caufe  the  ftagnation  of  your  manufactories, 
fucceiUve  bankruptcies  will  injure  public  credit,  and,  even  in 
Paris,  will  be  felt  by  the  moneyed  man  and  the  tradefman; 
in  the  inmofl  of  your  provinces  it  will  check  the  collection  of 
taxes;  the  decreafe  of  {hipping  in  the  fea- ports  will  reduce  to 
beggary  an  innumerable  body  of  labourers  and  of  feamen : 
then  wrll  cries  of  rage  and  defpair  afcend  from  every  quarter, 
calling  upon  you  for  juftice  againft  the  authors  of  fo  many 
calamities  ;  and  can  they  fail  to  be  dctefkd,  by  the  perfidious 
cunningj  by  the  cruel  perfeveranoe,  with  which  they  have  fo 
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long  been  contriving  a  cataftrophe,  now  fo  teiribly  con- 
Ipicuous ! 

We  palled  our  lives  in  tranquillity.  Sirs,  in  the  midft  or* 
our  flaves.  A  paternal  government  had,  for  many  years  pail, 
meliorated  the  condition  of  our  negroes ;  and  we  dare  affirm, 
that  millions  of  Europeans,  attacked  by  every  want,  fubjeCt 
to  every  mifery,  pofTefs  fewer  enjoyments  than  thofe  who 
have  been  reprefented  to  you,  arid  to  the  world  in  general,  as 
loaded  with  chains  and  periming  by  a  dilatory  death.  The 
fituation  of  the  negroes,  in  Africa,  without  property,  with- 
out political  or  civil  exigence,  continually  a  prey  to  the  weak 
capricious  fury  of  tyrants,  who  divide  among  them  that  vaft 
uncivilized  country,  is  changed  in  our  colonies  for  a  condition 
of  comfort  and  enjoyment.  They  are  deprived  of  nothing; 
for,  liberty,  which,  it  is  true,  they  have  not,  is  a  plant  that  has 
never  yet  proved  fertile  in  their  native  foil;  and,  whatever  the 
fpirit  of  party  may  affert,  whatever  imagination  may  invent, 
well-informed  men  afe  not  to  be  perfuaded  that  the  negroes 
in  Africa  have  the  enjoyment  of  freedom.  The  traveller,^ 
who  has  moft  recently  vifited  a  part,  hitherto  afmoft  unknown, 
of  that  extenfive  country,  has  given  trs,  in  his  long  and  inte- 
refting  work,  a  hifto^y  only  of  blood  and  defolation.  The 
men  who  inhabit  Jbyjjlnia}  Nubia^  the  Galla,  and  the  Fungc^ 
from  the  coafts  of  the  Indian  ocean  to  the  very  frontiers  of 
Egypt,  feem  to  rival,  in  ferocity  and  barbarity,  the  hyaenas? 
and  the  tigers  which  nature  has  there  created.  Slavery  is, 
With  them,  a  title  of  honour;  and  life,  in  thofe  horrible  cli- 
mates, is  a  pofleffion  unprotected  by  any  laws,  and  held  on- 
ly at  the  will  of  a  fanguinary  defpot. 

Let  any  man,  of  feeling  and  information,  compare  the  de- 
plorable ftate  of  the  negroes,  in  Africa,  with  the  mild  and 
comfortable  lot  they  enjoy  in  our  colonies;  let  him  fet  afide 


#  yide Bruce,  H.  216,  iv.  459,  &e. 
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Reclamation,  the  pictures  which  a  falfe  philofophy  has  been 
pleafed  to  delineate ;  (far  more  from  a  purfuit  of  popularity 
than  from  zeal  in  the  vindication  of  humanity;)  let  him 
recal  the  regulations  which  governed  our  negroes  before  they 
were  feduced  and  alienated  from  us ;  provided  againft  every 
want;  fupplied  with  accommodations,  unknown  in  the  greater 
part  of  the  cottages  of  Europe ;  fecure  in  the  enjoyment  of 
their  properties;  (for,  they  had  property  and  it  was  facred  \) 
nurfed,  in  times  of  ficknefs,  with  an  expence  and  an  attention 
which  may  be  fought  in  vain  in  the  much-boafted  hofpitals 
,of  England:  protected,  refpected,  in  the  infirmities  of  old 
age;  at  eafe  in  refpect  to  their  children,  Jrheir  families,  and 
their  affections ;  fubjected  to  a  labour  calculated  according 
to  the  ftrength  of  each  individual,  becaufe  individuals  and 
employments  were  claffed;  and  intereft  (even  fhould  huma- 
nity fail)  enjoined  an  attention  to  the  prefervation  of  their 
numbers;  enfranchifed  whenever  they  had  merited  it  by  im- 
portant ferv  ices. — Such  was  thejuft,  unflattered,  picture  of  the 
government  of  our  negroes ;  and  this  domeftic  government 
had  been  meliorated  (particularly  in  the  laft  ten  years)  with 
an  anxiety,  of  which  you  will  find  no  example  in  Europe* 
The  fincereft  attachment  connected  the  mafter  and  his  flaves. 
We  flept  in  fecurity  in  the  midft  of  men  that  were  become 
our  children?  and  many  of  us  had  neither  locks  nor  bars  to 
our  houfesr. 

Not,  Sirs,  that  we  would  difguife  to  you,  that  there  did 
cxift,  amQng  the  planters,  a  very  fmall  number  of  hard  and 
ferocious  matters.  But  what  was  the  lot  of  thefe  wicked 
men  ?  Biased  in  their  fame,  detefted  by  men  of  character, 
outcafts  of  fociety,  difcredited  in  their  bufinefs,  they  lived  in 
difgrace  and  diftionour,  and  died  in  mifery  and  defpair.  Their 
names  are  never  pronounced  without  indignation  in  the  colo- 
ny, and  the  bad  eftimation  in^which  they  are  held  ferves  as  a 
^yarning  to  ?hof«?  who,  yet  unverfed  in  the  management  of 
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their  flaves,  might  be  led,  by  the  impetuofrty  of  their  tempers," 
Into  excefles,  proved,  by  experience,  to  be  as  contrary  tp 
good  policy,  as  they  are,  by  increafe  of  knowledge  and  hur 
inanity,  become  infamous. 

Here  we  appeal,  not  to  thofe  who  write  romances  to  gain 
a  name  as  men  of  fenhbility,  to  acquire  a  momentary  popu- 
larity, foon  to  be  wrefted  from  them  by  general  indignation, 
but  to  thofe  who  have  vifited,  who  know,  the  colonies.  Let 
ihem  fay  if  the  recital  we  have  made  is  faithful,  or  if  we  have 
coloured  it  to  intereft  you  in  our  caufe. 

We  repeat  it,  Sirs^  we  palled  our  lives  in  this  ftate  of 
tranquillity  and  happinefs,  and  we  returned  to  the  mother- 
country,  the  proteclxefs  of  our  properties,  the  entire  tribute 
of  our  produce,  which  was  applied  in  adding  to  the  wealth 
of  the  metropolis,  to  her  internal  flrength,  and  to  her  fuperi- 
prity  in  foreign  commerce. 

Meantime,  Sirs,  a  fociety  fprings  up  in  the  bofom  of 
France,*  and  prepares,  at  a  diftance,  the  deftrudion  and  con- 
yulfions  to  which  we  are  now  a  prey.  Unobtrufive  and  mo- 
deft  in  their  outfet,  they  profeiTed  only  a  defire  to  alleviate 
tHe  lot  of  our  flaves;  but  that  alleviation,  already  fo  far  ad- 
vanced in  the  French  ifland?,  mull:  refult  from  means  which 
were  totally  unknown  to  this  fociety,  although  they  were  ob- 
jects of  our  unceafing  attention,  until  obliged  to  abandon 
them,  by  thefe  incompetent  meddlers  having  excited,  among 
our  flaves,  a  fpirit  of  mutiny,  and,  among  us,  a  fpirit  of 
diftrufr. 

In  order  to  meliorate  gradually  the  lot  of  the  flaves,  and 
to  increafe  the  number  of  the  emancipated,  there  mould  cer- 
tainly be  a  previous  folicitude  of  attention  to  the  perfect  Mety 
of  their  mailers.     Butj  an  expedient  fo  wife  would  have  gain- 

*  "  A  fociety  which  foreigners  and  bad  men  have  inftituted  for  pur  deftru&iofl| 

ff  and  for  the  humiliation  of  France." 

<4ddrfs  of  the  French  planters  of  St,  Demingc  to  the  king. 
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id  no  a^plaufe  in  their  temple  of  renown.  Vanity  command- 
ed that  meafures  of  prudence  fhould  be  relinquifhed  for  fpe- 
cious  declamations,  that  we  fhould  be  farrounded  with  terror 
and  alarm,  and  that  calamities  fhould  be  contrived,  the  fame 
which  we  have  predicted  firice  the  earlieft  proceedings  of  the; 
Amis  des  Noirs,  and  which  have  fo  lately  been  realifed. 

On  a  fudden  this  fociety  demands  an  Abolition  of  the  Slave-* 
Trade  \  that  is  to  fay,  that  the  profits,  which  may  refult  from 
it  to  the  French  commerce,  fhould  be  transferred  to  foreigners; 
for,  never  will  their  romantic  philofophy  perfuade  all  the  Eu-v 
ropean  powers,  that  it  is  incumbent  upon  them  to  abandon 
the  culture  of  their  colonies,  and  to  leave  the  natives  of 
Africa  a  prey  to  the  barbarity  of  their  native  tyrants,  rather 
than  employ  them  elfewhere,  and  under  more  humane  mat- 
ters, in  cultivating  a  foil,  which,  without  them,  mufl  remain 
uncultivated,  and  whofe  Valuable  productions  are,  to  the  na- 
tion which  poffeffes  them,  a  fertile  fource  of  induftry  and 
profperity. 

Combining  itfelf  next  with  the  Revolution  in  France,  this 
fociety  confounds  its  extravagant  and  irrational  fyftem  with 
the  plan  which  the  nation  had  conceived  for  its  enfranchife- 
mentj  and,  profiting  by  the  univerfal  ardour  of  all  French- 
men in  the  caufe  of  liberty,-  interefts  them,  from  the  remem- 
brance of  their  fervitude,  in  its  defign  to  put  an  end  to  that 
of  the  negroes.  Its  blind  enthufiafm,  or  its  perverfity,  for* 
gets,  that  thofe  favage  men  are  incapable  of  knowing  in  what 
true  fecial  liberty  confifts^  or  of  enjoying  it  with  moderation  \ 
and  that  the  rafh  law,  which  fhould  deftroy  their  prejudices. 
Would  be,  to  them  and  to  us,  a  fentence  of  death. 

Thenceforwards,  this  fociety,  or  at  leafl:  fome  of  its  mem- 
bers, have  given  an  unbounded  loofe  to  their  enterprife;  all 
means  have  feemed  to  them  good,.6  fo  they  might  but  tend  to 
its  accomplifhment.  The  open  attack,  the  deep  and  ftudied 
inuendoj  the  bafeft  and  moft  defpicable  calumnies^  have  been 
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practifed  to  forward  their  defigns;  ingenioufly  mixing  cun- 
ning with  audacity,  the  fociety,  at  one  time,  flatters  us  r^y 
an  invitation  to  fhake  off  the  yoke  of  the  French  merchants, 
alluring  us  of  its  fupport  if  we  will  unite  with  it  for  obtaining 
a  free  commerce  j  at  another  time,  it  arms  the  mercantile 
body  againft  us,  affirming  that  we  have  in  view  a  difgraceful 
bankruptcy,  a  chimerical  independence,  and  that,  in  our  ca- 
reer of  vanity,  we  would  build  up  a  feparate  power  on  a  level 
with  that  of  France.  Thu5,  after  having  endeavoured  to  ir- 
ritate the  planters  and  the  merchants  againft  each  other,  after 
having  offered  us  principles  incompatible  with  the  interefts  of 
the  mother-country,  when,  in  fpite  of  its  infidious  counfels, 
we  have  declined  to  adopt  them,  ftill  are  we  accufed,  by  the 
fociety,  of  fuch  intentions,  and  they  lay  hold  of  the  declara- 
tion of  the  Rights  of  Man^  an  immortal  work,  and  benefi- 
cial to  highly  enlightened  menj.  but  inaplicable,  and  therefore 
dangerous,  to  our  colonial  regulations :  they  fend  it  with 
profufion  into  our  colonies;  the  journals  in  their  pay,  or 
under  their  influence,  publifh  this  declaration  in  the  midft  Of 
our  gangs  j  the  writings  of  theAmis  des  Noirs  openly  announce, 
that  the  freedom  of  the  negroes  is  proclaimed  by  the  declaration 
of  rights. 

The  decree  of  the  8th  of  March*  feemed  calculated  to 
check  thefe  defperate  plots.  But  can  the  Amis  des  Noirs  re- 
verence any  lav/  but  thofe  oaths  by  which  they  are  bound  to- 
gether, and  that  vow  which  they  have  formed  to  carry  fire 
and  fword  into  our  habitations?  If  a  law  be  favourable  to 
their  theories,  they  adopt,  they  promulgate,  they  interpret, 
that  law.  If  repugnant,  they  mifconftrue,  difavow,  infult,  it, 
without  fhame;  they  endeavour  to  degrade  the  authority  on 
which  it  is  founded. 

*  A  decree,  which  left  internal  regulations,  for  the  moft  part,  under  control  of 
the  colonial  legiflatures. 
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the  planters,  merchants,  and  men  enlightened  enough  not  it 

he  the  dupes  of  their  falfities,   are  indifcriminately  the  objecls  of 

their  abufe.     It  is  not  enough  that  they  haw  made  themfelves  the 

arbiters  of  our  property  and  our  peace,  they  affume  over  us  a 

fupremacy  of  defamation-,  nor  may  we  defend  ourf elves,  andjlrive 

to  parry  their  blows,  without  undergoing  a  torrent  of  their  low 

fcurrility.      Thus,    prejudicing  againjl  us  the  public   opinion^ 

Jhutting  up  from  us  the  channels  of  defence,  they  undermine  in 

fecurity  the  rock  on  which  our  poffejfions  are  placed-,  they  fur* 

round  it  with  fnares,  and  our  ruin  muft  follow  ! 

When  it  was  found  that  they  had  vainly  flattered  themfelves 
with  obtaining  from  the  National  Afiembly  the  emancipation 
of  our  flaves,  they  attempted  to  introduce  diflention  among 
us,  by  perfuading  that  AfTembly  to  take  on  itfelf  to  difcufs 
the  queflionof  ±z  People  of  Colour.  We  had  demanded  that 
we  Jhould  ourfelves  make  the  laws  upon  this  fubjecl,  which  re- 
quire great  delicacy  and  prudence  in  their  application.  We 
had  pledged  ourfelves  that  thofe  laws  fhould  be  juft  and  humane. 
But,  that  boon,  which,  then  granted  by  the  white  planters* 
would  have  eternally  cemented  the  ties  of  affection  and  be- 
nevolence exifting  between  thofe  low  clafles  of  men,  is  pre- 
fented  to  them,  by  the  Amis  des  Noirs,  as  an  offering  of  vani- 
ty, and  a  means  of  avoiding  equitable  ftipulations. 

Other  meafures  were  tried  to  gain  their  point :  they  collect- 
ed together  at  Paris  fome  people  of  colour ;  they  extolled 
their  understandings  ;  they  invited  them  to  unite  their  caufe 
with  that  of  the  negroes.  Thefe  men  palled  over  to  St  Do- 
mingo, in  the  fort  of  delirium  occafioned  by  fuch  doctrine; 
they  communicated  to  the  (laves  thofe  hopes  with  which  they 
had  been  amufed ;  they  were  loaded  with  libels  and  pamphlets, 
which  encouraged  the  men  of  colour  and  the  flaves  to  a  gene» 
ral  infurreclion,  and  to  a  general  maflacre  of  the  whites. 

Oge  was  the  firft  vi&im  of  this  fatal  error;  one  of  his 
brothers,  milled  by  him,  declared,  the  9th  of  March,  in  his 
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tath-bed  teftimony,  that,  had  not  the  (welling  of  the  rif 
vers  prevented  the  junction  of  the  eonfpirators,  eleven  thou- 
fand  rebel  negroes  were  ready  to  pour  down  upon  the  Cape 
fo  early  as  the  month  of  February,  and  to  caufe  the  devalua- 
tion which  took  place  only  the  23d  of  Augufc  He  named 
the  ring-leaders,  gave  particulars  of  the  confpiracy,  and  offer- 
ed proof.  It  was  the  voice  of  his  canfcience.  which  fpoke" 
out  at  that  moment*  the  laft  that  remained  to  him  for  difco-- 
•vering  the  truth. 

In  the  midft:  of  this  fermentation,  in  this  general  delirium, 
while  the  whites  were  agitated  by  diftruft  and  terror,  and 
while  the  negroes  were  indulging  themfelves  in  a  thoufand 
fatal  dreams,  was  the  difcuilion  of  the  Decree  of  the  15th  of 
May  agitated  among  you.*  A  fhoal  of  writings,  previous 
and  fubfequent,  have  been  difTeminated  among  our  gangs, 
There  have  been  read,  and  commented  upon,  thofe  terrible 
Words!  thofe  words,  the  fignal  of  blood  and  conflagration  1 
Perish  the  Colonies. f 

It  was  then  that  a  Minifter  of  the  Gofpel  of  Peace,  in  a 
letter,  addreffed  to  his  brethren,  the  Men  of  Colour,  announ- 
ced to  our  flaves,  that  fotm  Jhould  the  fun  Jbine  on  none  but 
freemen  !% 

Could 


*  This  decree  was  formed  on  principles  directly  oppofite  to  thofe  of  the  decree 
«f  the  8  th  of  March. 

•f-  The  words  ufed  by  Mr,  Robertfpierrey  in  the  National  Affembly,  when 
attempting  to  prove  that  the  declaration  of  rights  implied  an  enfranchifement  of 
all  the  negroes  in  the  Colonies.  te  Let  the  coloniet  perife"  faid  he,  "  rather  than 
"  one  of  our  principles  /"  His  fpeech  was  printed  j  and,  with  many  other 
writings  of  fimilar  tendency,  was  diffemmated  in  St.  Domingo*    Vid;  appendix  (!..). 

V 

$  This  is  the  exprefiion  of  the  Abbe  Gregoire,  the  raoft  zealous  and  active  of  the 
fockty  of  the  Attth  des  Noirs. — Mr.  Baiilio,  in  the  pamphlet  before  quoted,  fays  : 
**  He  is  looked  upon  at  the  Cape  in  the  light  he  deferves,  and  it  is  upon  him  the 
*s  lefentment  of  the  planters  particularly  falls."^.^  In  one  of  his  writings  he 
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Could  the  negroes,  —  afTailed  by  fo  many  temptations^  »-* 
worked  upon  by  fo  many  manoeuvres,  —  ftimulated  by  libels^ 
written  in  characters  of  blood,  read  at  evenings  in  their  huts, 
in  the  midft  of  affemblies  of  their  chiefs,  by  men  breathing 
pnly  diforder  and  pillage  :  - — Qould  they  long  refift  the  vertigo 
with  which  they  were  ilricken  ?  —  All  memory  of  the  kind- 

f$  feems  to  foretel  the  ruin  of  the  colonies,  of  the  maritime  towns,  and  manufac-^ 
*l  tories,  in  confequence  of  an  emancipation  of  the  negroes.  Unworthy  mortals, 
"  exclaims  this  holy  man,"  *  Bat  grafs,  and  be  juft.'  lt  Hear  this,  ye  induftri- 
f  cus  planters,  ye  numerous  feamen,  inhabitants  qf  the  fea-ports,  cultivators, 
f  manufacturers,  all  ye  four  millions  of  Frenchmen  who  directly  and  indirectly 
f*  live  and  profper  by  the  rich  productions  of  the  colonies  !"  *  Eat  grafs  i*  "So 
5*  prays  the  pious  Abbe  Gregoire. — Foulon,  the  deteftable  Foulon,  wifhed  alfo  that 
'<  the  people  of  Paris  might  live  upon  hay,  and  therefore  was  his  hideous  head! 
f(  bcrne  upon  a  pike.  Thejuftice  of  the  coloniits  has  hitherto  on'y  emblematically 
*l  overtaken  the  abbe.  He  was  hanged  in  effigy  before  the  port-office  at  Cape 
«  Francois,  in  July  laft."  Baillio,  MotdeVerite,  pages  8,  9. 

**  Many  of  the  mulattoes  had  eftablifhed  a  correfpondence  with  confiderable  perfons 
in  France  5  from  fome  of  whom,  particularly  the  Abbe  Gregoire,  letters  of  a  very 
extraordinary  tendency  were  received  and  diftributed  through  the  colony.  In  one  of 
thefe  letters,  after  promising  protection  and  fupport,  the  abbe  declares,  that 
s*  the  day  will  fton  come  ivhen  the  fun  Jhall  Jhine  upon  free  people  only."-—"  The 
*i  beams  of  the  morning"  fays  he,  "  Jhall  no  longer  give  light  to  the  fetters  of 
If  favery.^  Thefe  and  fimilar  expreffions  were  exaggerated  into  one  point :  that 
the  King  had  given  freedom  to  all  thejlaves  in  St.  Domingo  ;  and  the  Abbe  Gregoire, 
to  luhoje  good  offices  this  benevolence  <was  imputed,  nvas  immediately  confidered  as  the 
patron  of  all  the  mulattoes  and  negroes  in  the  ijland  :  It  is  no  wonder,  therefore,  that, 
confidering  their  mafters  unjuftly  to  withhold  from  them  thofe  privileges  which. 
they  believed  were  granted  them  in  France,  they  determined  to  do  juftice  to 
themfelves  by  murdering  their  oppreflbrs.  The  above  conjecture  is  confirmed  by 
|he  following  circumftance :" 

"  In  the  firftof  the  engagements,  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  rebels  being  killed,  there 
was  found  about  his  neck  a  medal  of  San  Gregorio,  a  Saint  in  the  Romifli  calendar  j 
and  it  appeared  in  evidence  that  this  medal  was  worn  by  the  negro  as  the  portrait 
t)f  his  patron,  the  abbe :  the  fimilarity  of  the  name  giving  countenance  to  the 
conceit.  An  impreffion  of  this  medal  is  now  in  the  poffeffion  of  Be  E.  Ef<j.  It 
Jias  thif  ^defcription  ;  un  gregorio  magno,  p.m.'* 

Particulars  of  the  injur  retlion  in  St.  Domingo,  printed  in  the  Jamaica  ns'WS^ 
fap>ers3  but  for  obvious  reofons  fupprejfed  in  that  ijland. 
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nets  of  their  mailers  was  erafed  from  their  minds;  a  defire  of 
novelty  was  all  they  felt;  they  became  the  apt  inftruments 
of  thofe  men,  inveterately  majevolent,  who  have  greedily 
ieized,  in  the  writings  of  the  Amis  des  Noirs  and  in  the  inter- 
pretation of  decrees^  fuch  arms  as  wr*e  beft  fuited  to  lead  the 
Way  to  infurreclion. 

Js  our  meafure  of  misfortune  fufficjently  full,  that  we  may 
frope  at  laft  to  have  the  truth  no  more  difguifed?  Have  we  a 
valid  claim  to  the  retribution  of  the  laws,  without  waiting 
thofe  proofs,  which  muft  refult  from  the  proceedings  now  on 
foot  at  St.  Domingo,  and  which  will  be  transmitted  to  us? 
The  fatal  influence  of  the  authors  of  fp  many  calamities,—- 
is  it  not  already  evidently  proved  by  the  whole  of  their  tranf- 
actions  and  by  their  criminal  writings  ?  Can  it  be  doubted,  at 
this  time,  that  our  ruin  is  their  work  ?  And  fhall  France  ftill 
reftrain  the  cry  of  indignation,  due  to  the  guilt  of  our  ene- 
mies? 

Flattered  with  hopes  that  misfortunes  like  ours  would  find 
confolation  in  the  bofom  of  the  mother-country,  — r  that,  on 
our  arrival  in  the  capital,  where  we  have  at  leaft  a  claim  to 
pity,  the  hearts  of  our  fellow-citizens  would  be  open  to  our 
complaints,— we  find  ourfelves  preceded  by  calumny!  They, 
who  have  made  light  of  our  properties  and  our  blood,  rec? 
koned  upon  being  objects  of  our  bitter  reproaches,  and  have 
endeavoured  to  anticipate  them.  Skilled  in  the  arts  of  defa- 
mation, which  are  habitual  to  them,  after  having  rendered  us 
the  victims  of  their  machinations,  it  remained  to  caft  upon  us 
the  reproach  and  the  fhame.  With  a  cruelty,  equalled  only  by 
their  difregard  for  probability,  they  have  dared  to  fabricate  and 
to  report,  that  our  constituents  were  themfelves  the  contri^ 
vers  of  their .  own  afflictions !  they  have  dared  to  affirm,  that 
the  abfurd  and  barbarous  project  of  effecting  a  Counter-Revo- 
lution  was  the  object,  to  which  they  have  facrificed  their  pro- 
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pertles,  their  families,  their  lives!     They  have  dared  to  fay 
that  we  wiftied  to  offer  ourfelves  to  Great-Britain  . 

In  return,  we  will  afk  of  you,  Sirs,  with  the  boldnefs  of 
Freemen  and  of  French  Citizens,  (for,  after  all,  we  too  are 
Frenchmen  and  Citizens,)  we  will  afk  of  you*  whether  it  be 
permitted  to  any  fet  of  men,  of  any  nation  upon  earth,  to  in- 
iult,  with  fuch  effrontery,  thofe  whom  they  have  injured! 

What !  We  place  fire  and  fword  in  the  hands  of  our  ne- 
groes I  We  light  the  torch  that  has  deftroyed  our  planta- 
tions !  W,  fharpen  the  daggers  that  have  affaffinated  our 
brethren  and  our  friends  !  We  prompt  the  brutal  pfefeM 
which  our  females  have  been  the  haplefs  viaims  !  We  kindle 
in  our  country  the  volcano  which  has  already  covered  it  with 
afhes,  and  which  perhaps  will  reduce  it  to  nothing  ! 

Thefe  defolators,  calling  themfelves  patriots,  accufe  us  ot 
having  plotted  a  counter-revolution.     They  are  then  unin- 
formed, that,  from  the  earlieft  days  of  the  Revolution,  it  has 
had  our  veneration ;  and  that,  as  being  more  expofed  under  a 
defpotic  government  to  oppreffion,  we  have,  with  greater  ar- 
dour, fprung  towards  liberty.     Our  moft  recent  tran&a.ops 
teftify  in  our  favour.     Is  it  the  aft  of  a  counter-revolutmrnft 
to  have  declared,  in  coiiftituting  our  affembly,  that  «  We  ^ 
would  pretest,  with  all  the  power  of  the  law  and  of  pubhc  opi- 
nion, thereeovery  of  the  debts  due  to  the  mother-country?     Is 
it  the  aft  of  a  counter-revolutionift  to  have  there  recorded, 
that  to  the  National  AJJimbly  belongs  the  right  of  infi.tutmg  our 
political  and  commercial  regulations  ? 

Is  it  the  aa  of  a  counter-revolutionift  to  have  written  to 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation,  while  the  grave  was  open- 
ing beneath  our  feetj  that  trnr  lafi  figh  and  our  laji  vow  Jhould 
le  for  our  country?*  Hai 

*  «  We  will  not  inform  you  what  caufe  bat produce d  our  calamities :  You  ought 
fujfiriMtljtihaceummMbit.^Thzt  which  you  will  kara  from  *s  ht  that*. 
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Had  we  been  counter-revolutionifts,  is  it  to  the  National 
Affembiy  we  fbould  have  addrefied  fuch  fentiments  ? 

It  is  afTerted,  it  is  printed  and  publifhed,  that  we  wifhed  to 
offer  ourfelves  to  Great  Birtain.* — Our  reply  to  this  falfehood 
is  very  fimple,  it  is  written  in  every  page  of  our  verbal  pro- 
cefs.  There  we  have  manifefted  our  principles,  and,  we  can 
fafely  affirm,  the  full  performance  of  our  duty. 

But  we  Will  go  yet  farther:  permit  us  an  hypothefis,  which 
our  fituation,  fmgular  in  the  records  of  hiftory,  authorifes  us 
to  ftate. 

At  the  moment  of  the  infur   6tion  breaking  out,  all  the  in-  • 
habitants  of  the  town  of  the  - .    .e  were  anxious  to  difcover 
the  caufe  of  an  event  fo  horribi. 

A  journalift  had  printed  the  de    *es  of  the  13th  and  15th 
of  May  Iaft3  with  the  fpeech  01    M.  Monneron^  deputy  of 
the  Ifle  of  France.     The  firft  dep    itions  Hated,  that  thefe 
papers5  with  all  thofe  of  the  pretend      philanthropists,  were 
read  and  commented  upon,  by  a  oil       n  upon  Normand's 
plantation,  in  the  nocturnal  aflemblies  w    sre  the  negro-dri~ 
vers  met,  who  are  now  the  fing-le-Jers  of  the  rebels.     We 
learnt  that  the  town  of  the  Cape  was  to  be  included  in  the 
conflagration,  and  that  within  that  town  were  lurking  thofe' 
who  were  to  ftt  it  on  fire  and  maffacre  all  its  inhabitants. 
Immediately  a  cry  of  rage  and  defpair  arofeon  all  fides.    The 
philanthropifts,  France  itklf,  were  accufed  of  this  dreadful 
plot:  diftracfcion  and  fury  were  imprefied  on  every  counte- 
nance*, every  heart  was  in  agitation;  every  thing  menaced  a 
horrible  butchery,  a  general  confufion.     Already  the  .report 
of  mufquets  was  heard !  Negroes  and  mulattoes  received  their 

if  we  muft  perifh,    our  laft  eyes  fhall  be  turned  towards  France"— our  laft  wi/hes 
frail  be  for  her." 

Firft  addrefs,  to  the  National  -Affembiy  t  by  the  t&mbers  of  the  General  Affembiy  of 
the  French  fart  of  St*  Doming?,  . 

P.  D£  Cadvsch,  pr.ef.dent, 

contents' 
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Contents  at  the  very  door  of  the  General  Aflembly.  Some 
affumed  a  white  cockade,  fame  loudly  called  for  the  protean 
of  the  Englifh,  fome  affumed  a  black  cockade.  Thofe  words, 
fit  Nation,  the  law,  and  the  King,  difappeared  from  the 
hall  which  was  p>  naring  for  the  General  Aflembly;  a  hand, 
bewildered  by  ra<  obliterated  them.  Exclamations  were 
heard,  that  the  gov,  mt  at  home  had  yielded  us  to  the  mur- 
derer's fword,  to  the  dh  of  incendiaries!  that,  m  ftiort, 
they  had  delivered  us  o.  very  human  crime  in  one  day, 

believed  to  be  theJaft  of  tb.e<  lonyi  Furiousvoicesblalphemed 
againft  a  country,  to  whor,.  tn=y  we-e  indebted -not  for 
their  pre.te&ion  —  but  their  death ! 

In  the  midft  of  this  freniy,  f  which  no  power  could  re- 
Ws  the  firft  effufion,  the  Ger.  Aflembly  was  yet  atten- 
tive to  meafures  of  fecurity.  The  moments  were  precrous. 
A  proclamation  was  iffued,  forbidding,  under  pain  of  death, 
any  one  to  take  away  another's  life.  Four  of  the  members 
pipe  it  public  even  whilft  it  was  writing.  Thefe  commif- 
fioners  carried  it  from  place  to  place ;  and  met,  in  every  place, 
mobs,  andfhouts,  and  even  infults  ;  but  they  fucceeded  ,n  fa- 
ying the  mulattoes,  who,  being  accufed,  would  otherw.fe  have 
been  maffacred;  and  their  care  and  their  intreaties  fufpended 
the  fury  of  the  people. 

*  A  new  alarm  was  fuggefted.  The  General  Aflembly  was 
accufed  of  participating  in  the  crime  of  the  people  of  colour, 
and  was  threatened.  Its  courage  remained  unabated.  The 
mulattoes  offered  to  arm  themfelves  for  the  common  defence, 
and  to  leave  as  hoftages  their  wives  and  children.  The 
Aflemblvventuredtoarm  them,  and,  uniting  them  with  the 
foldiers  of  the  regiment  of  the  Cape,  thus  converted  into  de- 
fenders thofe  who  had  been  pearly  facriflced  as  enemies. 

At  this  violent  crifls,  which  betokened  a  fubverfion  of  all 
things;  if,  giving  way  to  impreffions  fo  calculated  to  infp.re 
terror,  we  had  experienced  its  effeds^  if,  like  thofe  who  fur- 
*;    >  >  £  2  rounded 
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rounded  and  threatened  us  at  that  moment,  we  had  regarded 
our  country  in  no  other  light  than  as  the  caufe  of  our  misfor- 
tunes ;    if  we  had  called  in  a  foreign  power  to  fnatch  the 
colonics  from  their  butchers,  to  fave  their  properties,    to 
preferve  the  very  credit  of  the  metropolis :  —  Where  is  that 
man,  having  a  confcience,  who  would  have  dared  to  condemn 
us  ?  —  Yet  were  we  frill  Frenchmen  I  —  And  mail  we,  after 
this,  be  reduced  to  the  abject  neceffitv  of  justifying  ourfelves 
from  the  reproach   of  having  aimed  at  independence?  Let 
them  examine  all  our  afts :  if  there  be  a  fingle  one  that  tends 
toloofen  us  from  thofe  indhToluble  ties    which  attach  us  to 
the  empire ;  our  heads  are    here    to  fuffer    the    punifhment 
due  to  fuch  perfidy.     We  know  that  fome  captains  'of  mips, 
whofe  vanity  has  been  wounded  becaufe   their   inhumanity 
was  made  public,  have  been  ready  to  join  the  Amis  des  Nolr 
in  finding   us    guilty;    but  the  groans    of   dejected   com- 
merce, feeling  for  our  calamities  and  for  their  confequences, 
fhail  teach  them  their  error;  and  that,  fhould  they  fucceed  in 
rendering  us  odious  by  their  calumnies,  they  will  themfelves 
have,  ere  long,  to  lament  their  fuccefs. 

True,  we  have  afked,  we  glory  in  having  afked,  (for,  it 
was  the  duty  of  men  inverted  with  a  truft  by  their  fellow-ci* 
tizens,)  aflifrance  from  all  who  furrounded  us !  That  afFif- 
tance  we  implored  in  concert  with  the  Governor- General, 
and  therefore,  as  Frenchmen  and  as  men,  and  fince,  without 
diftinclion,  we  applied  at  the  fame  time  to  three  different 
nations,  we  have  fufficiently  proved  that  our  felicitations, 
the  dictates  of  misfortune,  could  cover  no  project  inimical 
to  the  mother-country.  Who,  indeed,  will  dare  accufe  us 
for  having  had  recourfe  to  the  Englim  of  Jamaica,  fince  the 
National  Affembly  (then  informed  of  our  calamities  and  of 
©ur  dangers  only  by  imperfect  reports)  thought  fit,  of  itfelf, 
to  exprefs  the  national  gratitude  to  that  generous. people  I* 

*  Vide  appendix  (C) 

But 
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But  even,  Sirs,  had  we  called  in  the  English,  not  to  lenl 
us  afliftance  but  to  govern  us,  to  whom  ought  the  guilt  to  be 
imputed?  Place,  for  a  moment,  in  our  fituation,  that  depart- 
ment of  the  kingdom  which  you  believe  to  be  the  moft  pa- 
triotic, the  moft  proud  of  the  appellation  of  Frenchmen;— 
fuppofe  that  the  fowers  of  fedition  had  ftirred  up,  in  its  bofom 
fervants  againft  matters  —  banditti  againft  pofTeflbrs  of  pro- 
perty;—  that  a  hundred  times  the  peaceable  inhabitants  had 
remonftrated  againft  fuch  practices  with  no  return  but  con- 
tempt;—  that,  fo  far  from  receiving  fuccourfrom  the  mo- 
ther-country, all  that  iftued  from  its  bofom  feemed  to  teem 
with  the  feeds  of  revolt ; — that  already  the  houfes  and  pro- 
perties of  a  multitude  of  citizens  had  fallen  a  prey  to  the  dis- 
turbances; —  that  they  had  feen  the  moft  abominable  murders 
committed  under  their  eyes;  —  that  they  were  hopelefs  of 
protection ";  —  if,  at  fuch  a  time,  fo  deftitute  and  abandoned, 
thefe  haplefs  citizens  (hould  have  indulged  an  idea  of  forming 
?iew  connections  and  of  imploring  the  affiftance  of  another 
country;  —  To  whom  think  you,  Sirs,  ought  the  reproach  to 
be  made?  To  wretches,  bewildered  by  defpair?  or  to  the 
tnifcreants,  who  took  pleafure  in  wearing  out  their  patience, 
and  in  breaking  afunder  the  deareft  and  moft  iacred  ties  by  ar* 
excefs  of  mifery  ? 

We  know  our  duty,  Sirs,  and  we  love  it;  but  we  know  tos 
an4  boldly  claim  our  rights.  We  dedicate,  to  the  profperity  of 
the  mother-country,  the  entire  produce  of  our  labours.  She  owes 
us  protection  again/}  foreign  force ;  Jhe  owes  us  the  Jecurity  of 
$ur  properties  and  peace  againft  the  plots  of  the  turbulent. 

It  is  now  proved  that  the  influence  of  the  Jmis  des  Noirs  is 
fatal  to  tjie  colonies.*     Let  them  weave  what  fophifms  they 

p]eafe3 

*  The  fociety  of  the  Amh  Jes  Noirs  has  been  very  anxious  to  parry  the  accufa- 
eiori  of  having  fomented  the  troubles  in  St.  Domingo  •  to  fay  nothing  of  their 
atfuid  crimination  of  the  solonii!s3  as  difaffe&ed  to  the  new  conftitutjonj  and  as 
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pleafe,  they  cannot  hide  the  evidence  of  our  Calamities.  There 
is  not  an  unprejudiced  man  exifting  who  can  doubt,  that 
their  labours,  their  declamations,  their  writings,  their  infa- 
mous emiflaries,  have  been  the  aaive,  perfevering,  caufe, 
which,  for  two  years  paft,  has  paved  the  way  for  our  ruin* 
and  which  at  length  has  fucceeded. 

France  owes  us  proteaion;  but  her  ftrength  will  be  in- 
fufficient  to  give  us  confidence,  while  {he  fuffers  the  contri- 
vers of  our  revolts  and  maflacres  to  lurk  in  her  bofom. 

She  owes  us  protection;  but  in  vain  would  fhe  render  it 
effe&ive,  if  fuch  attempts  are  to  remain  unpunifhed;  that, 
which  ought  to  difgrace  pur  enemies,  affords  them  matter  of 
triumph  and  exultation. 

She  owes  us  prote&ion :  but  to  what  end  her  fleets  and  hes 
armies,  if  fhe  permit  that  feditious  writings  mould  inceflantly, 
fcatter  in  our  houfes  the  feeds  of  every  trouble  !  if  fhe  permit 
us  to  be  prefled  down  to  the  earth  with  humiliations!  and  if 
to  encompafs  us  with  murder  and  with  blood  become,  in  th^ 

having  plotted  a  counter-revolution  at  the  expence  of  every  thing,  which,  under 
tiny  form  of  government,  could  be  worthy  their  prefervation,  it  has  been  induftri- 
cully  fpread  abroad,  that  the  injuftice  of  the  whites  to  the  men  of  colour  has  been 
the  foie  caufe  of  this  infurre£tion.  Doubtlefs  the  ill  blood  occafioned  by  various 
centradi&ory  decrees,  fome  exciting,  fome  repreffing,  the  expectations  of  the  men 
of  colour,  has  had  its  (hare  in  bringing  this  calamitous  bufinefs  to  a  crifis.  But; 
to  whom  is  it  owing  that  the  National  AlTembly  took  at  any  time  from  the  Coloni- 
al Affemblies  the  right  of  framing  their  own  internal  regulations  ?  To  the  fpeeches 
and  reprefentations  of  the  moft  violent  of  the  Amis  des  Noirs.  By  whom  have 
the  pretenfions  of  the  men  of  colour  been  fuddenly  elevated  to  an  extravagant 
height,  fubverfive  of  all  ancient  ufages,  prejudices,  and  of  the  harmony  of  the 
colony  ?  By  the  Amis,  des  Noirs,  and  principally  by  the  Abbe  Grc'goire  in  his 
famous  circular  letters.  And,  in  a  word,  to  what  could  thofe  levelling  doarine 3 
tend,  which  the  writings  of  the  Amh  des  Noirs  have  induftrioufly  difTeminated 
In  the  colonies,  but  foft  to  fet  the  whites  and  the  men  of  colour  by  the  ears,  and 
then  to  make  thefe  laft  the  inftruments  of  an  infurre&ion  of  the  flaves  ?  Se^ 
3ppendix(A.)  (B.)  (D.)and  (E.) 


eyes 


\      1 111     11'  i> 


t  3*  i 

feyes  of  the  country  to  whom  we  facrifice  otirfelves,  the  i'dai 
io  glory  and  to  fame ! 

Forgive*  Sirs,  the  warmth  of  our  language*  So  many  ca- 
lamities have  given  us  a  privilege  to  fpeak  out.  Griefj  bit« 
ter  grief,  is  at  our  hearts !  A  hundred  times  have  we  fore-i 
told  the  evils  of  which  we  are  the  victims  —  a  hundred  times 
have  we  imprecated  the  public  vengeance  on  the  hateful  ma« 
siceuvres  of  thofe  men,  who  cbnvulfe  our  country  under  the 
faiaik  of  humanity e.  —  We  Jiave  obtained  no  redrefs  I  Oh 
feiay  the  dreadful  cataftrophe,  of  which  we  have  Sketched  to 
you  the  picture,  ferve  as  a  leflbn  for  futurity,  and  preferve,  from 
like  calamities*  all  thofe  of  our  fellow-citizens  to  whofe  lot 
they  have  not  yet  fallen  1 

It  is  to  your  fteadinefs,  in  punifhing  the  authors  of  our  dU 
faflers*  and  in  checking  their  new  efforts,  that  the  Weftem 
and  Southern  provinces  have  to  look  for  their  fecurity. 

As  for  the  Northern  province,  its  lolTes  are  irreparable* 
Jmmenfe  capitals  are  funk  5  the  reiteration  of  its  induftry  re«^ 
,  quires  fuch  an  advance  of  funds  as  the  merchants  and  pro~ 
prieiors  cannot  wholly  accomplifh.  We  fpeak  not  to  you  of 
individuals,  but  you  will  examine.  Sirs,  whatj  on  your  part* 
is  required  by  the  intereft  of  the  colony  and  that  of  the  na«* 
iion* 

Representatives  of  the  people  of  France,  yoii 
have  heard  a  recital  of  the  greateft  calamity  that  has  vifited 
the  human  race  in  the  courfe  of  the  eighteenth  century.    - 

You  have  heard  the  complaint  of  the  firil  colony  in  the 
world  1  of  a  colony  neceflary  to  the  exiftence  of  that  nation 
Whofe  concerns  are  placed  in  your  hands.*  That  colony 
wifhes  to  ifitereft  you  only  by  its  feelings  and  its  fuffej> 


*  Sse  apgsn&x  (D.)  aad'(E.> 
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It  demands,  from  you,  Justice,  Safety,  Succour! 

Signed,  J.  B.  MILLET. 

eOUGNACQ^MlON. 

SAINTE- JAMES. 

CHENEAU  de  la  MEGRIERE* 

LA-GOURGUE. 

LE  BUCQUET. 

RE  PIT   of  the    ^RESIDENT. 

TO  love  our  country  is  a  fource  of  heart-felt  fatisfa&ion  I 
To  ferve  it  in  time  of  diftrefs  is  the  firft  of  civic  virtues,  and 
k  is  yours!  The  calamities  of  the  colony  are  dreadful! 
The  National  AfFembly  views  them  with  horror,  with  indig- 
nation, with  grief!  Youafk  its  Justice  ;  that  is  due  from 
it  to  all  the  citizens  of  the  empire.  Its  Protection  ;  that 
is  due  to  your  courage,4  your  patriotifm,  your  misfortunes  I 
Its  Succour  ;  that  it  is  already  occupied  in  providing,  It 
will  give  your  application  its  moft  ferious  attention,  and  in- 
vites you  to  the  honours  of  the  feflion. 

REPLY  of  the  DEPUTIES  of  ST.  DOMINGO 
to  the  CHARGES  of  M.  BRISSOT, 

Addrejfed)  on  the  5th  of  December,  to  the  Prefident  of  the 
National  JJftmbly.* 

Mr.  President, 
AT  the  bar  of  the  National  AfFembly  We  have  pointed  out 
the  fociety  of  the  Mis  des  Noirs .  as  the  inftigators  of  the 

*  This  letter  was,  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  December,  delivered  by  two  of 
the  deputies  to  the  prefident }  the  fecretary,  who  had  his  orders  to  lay  it  before 
the  affemblft  thought  proper  tfi  defer  its  rea&ng  to  the  aext  day. 

troubles 
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troubles  in  St.  Domingo.     No  candid  and  well-informed 
man  can  doubt  the  fact.     Yet  M.  Briffot,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  that  fociety  which  has  been  inceffantiy  bufied  in  the 
ruin  of  the  colonies,  dares  accufe  us  of  having  ourfelves  ex- 
cited the  ihfurre&ion  of  our  fiaves,  that  we  might  call  in  a 
foreign  power  to  our  aid  and  protection  ;  and,  as  if  the  trea- 
fori  exifted  and  Was  proved,  he  two  days  ago  moved  that  the 
General  AfTembly  of  St.  Domingo  mould  be  fummoned  before 
the  Supreme  National  Court.     Incumbered  by  the  weight  of 
tHofe  evils  which  he  has  brought  upon  his  country,  he  feeks 
to  divert  the  public  attention  from  himfelf  \  he  would  intereft 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  Nation  in  his  perfonal  defence;  he 
hopes  to  miflead  the  juftice  of  the  National  AfTembly,  that 
he  may  ihelter  himfelf  from  its  decrees.     We  challenge  himy 
Mr.  Prefdent,  to  exhibit  his  proofs*     We  intreat  the  National 
jfffembly  to  require  them.     And,  as  for  usy  intrufted  by  a  great 
colony  with  the  duty  of  profecuting  its  vengeance^  zve  will  bring 
forward^  upon  the  quejlion^  fuch  an  accumulation   of  evidence  as 
Jhall  leave  neither  to  the  public  opinion  nor  to  the  fentence  of  the 
taw  any  room  to  hefitate  in  diftinguijhing  the  guilty* 

We  are,  refpeclfully, 

Mr*  President, 

Your,  &c. 

Signed,  J.B.MILLET, 

COUGNACQ^MION. 

SAINTE-JAMES. 

CHENAU  de  la  MEGRIERE, 

LA-GOURQUE. 

LE  BUCQUET. 
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(A.) 

Extracls  from  the  Addrefs  of  the  St.  Domingo  Planters,  affem* 
bled  at  Paris,  to  the  King,  Dec,  II,   1 79 1. 

ON  the  firfl  report  of  our  calamities,  France  has  feen  thofe 
men,  whofe  philofophy  is  a  dagger  and  whofe  virtue  is  a 
flaming  torch,  fetting  their  writers  and  their  clubs  to  work  to 
counteract  that  impreffion  of  pity  which  our  fituation  was  cal- 
culated to  infpire;  and,  at  the  very  moment  of  the  accom- 
plishment of  their  prophetic  vow,  "  PeriSh  the  Colonies  ra'her 
than^bur  Principles!"  M.  Condorcet  published,  in  his  Jour- 
nal y  u  that  the  accounts  were  fabricated,  and  had  no  Other  ob- 
<c  jecl  than  to  create,  to  the  king  of  the  French,  an  empire  be- 
tc  yand  th*  fas,  in  which  there  jhould  be  majjers  and  in  which 
"  there  Jhould  be  faves* " 

When  the  news  was  confirmed,  when  the  manufacturers, 
the  feamen,  {hip-owners,  and  the  whole  commercial  body  of  the 
kingdom,  difcovered  their  alarm,  the  antt-focial  fe&  (through 
its  organ,  Mr.  Briflbt)  exclaimed,  that  the  blood  of  our  bre- 
thren, and  the  aShes  of  our  habitations,  covered  a  crime  of 
high  treafonj  and  this  friend  of  humanity  propofed  to  Sum- 
mon, before  the  High  National  Court,  whatever  remnant  of 
the  planters  Should  be  left  unmurdered  by  the  negroes. 

Thefe  horrid  propofals  were  agitated,  difcuffed,  in  the 
National  Aflembly.  Perhaps  it  was  the  firfl:  time  that  a  ci- 
vilized people  have  fufFered^  in  a  legal  form,  the  impious  af* 
fault  of  guilt  againft  misfortune 
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The  contempt,  confequent  on  fuch  charges,  obliged  them 
to  fhift  their  ground.— The  colonial  regulations  are  inimical 
to  their  levelling  fyftem.  —  Sworn  enemies  are  they  to  all 
great  property:  for,  they  fpurn,  they  perfecute,  they  would 
annihilate,  all  wealth  and  all  authority  in  which  they  cannot 
participate.  Their  hypocrify  would  preserve  facred  the  rights 
only  of  that  multitude  of  which  they  are  the  defpots.  There- 
fore the  people  of  colour,  in  the  colonies,  were,  for  them, 
fit  inftruments,  into  whofe  hands  they  muft  put  arms,  and  they 
have  fucceeded! 

Such,  Sire,  is  the  origin  of  our  calamities.  It  is  rendered 
obvious  by  fucceffive  iftfts,  from  the  fir  ft  infurreaion  of  the 
mulatto  Oge,  to  the  devaluation  of  the  plain  of  the  Cape 
plotted  by  the  accomplices  pf  Oge. 


(B. 

gxtfaff  from  an  Jddrsfs  of  the  fame  Planters  to  the  National 

Jjjembly. 

IT  is  abfurd  to  believe^  that  thofe,  who  have  tried  every 
sneans  to  abolifh  flavery  and  the  Have-trade,  have  a  fingle 
tneafure  to  propofe,  friendly  in  its  nature,  to  thofe  very  co- 
lonies which  cannot  fubfift  without  flavery  and  the  flave- trade* 

It  is  abfurd  to  believe,  that  thofe,  who  declare  themfelves 
enemies  pf  the. white  planters  becaufe  they  have  negro-flaves, 
fiiould  have  taken  up  the  caufe  of  the  people  of  colour,  who 
aljo  have  negrp-flaves,  for  any  other  purpofe  than  that  of  fet- 
ting  the  whites  and  the  people  of  colour  together  by  the  ears, 
of  making  them  cut  one  another's  throats,  'in-order  to  fecure 
the  freedom  of  the  negroes,  who  would  remain  fole  matters 
of  the  territory.— Thefe  are  the  beneficent  proje&s  of  rtsfe 
friends  of  humanity ! 
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(G.) 

Extract  from  the  Journal  of  the  Colonial  Jffemhly  of  the  French 
Part  of  Hifpanioky  Sept.  26,   1791. 

THE  committee,  appointed  to  repair  on-board  the  Englifh 
frigate,  reported,  «  That  Commodore  Affleck,  and  Bryan 
«  Edwards,  £fq.  member  of  the  Jamaica  Aflembly,  attended 
ct  to  be  presented  ;"  who  were  accordingly  admitted,  in  com- 
pany ^ith  the  Governor-General;  whereupon  the  Prefident 
adrefTed  them  as  follows : 

"  We  were  not  miftaken,  Gentlemen,  when  we  placed 
"  our  confidence  in  your  generofity ;  but  we  could  hardly 
"  entertain  the  hopes,  that,  befides'  fending  us  fuccours,  you 
"  would  come  in  perfon  to  give  us  confolation.  —  You  have 

quitted,  without  relu&ance,  the  peaceful  enjoyment  of  hap- 
"  pinefs  at  home,  to  come  and  participate  in  our  misfortunes 
"  and  blend  your  tears  w'.th  ours.  Scenes  of  mifery  (the 
«  contemplation  of  which,  to  thofe  who  are  unaccuftomed  to 
«  misfortune,  is  commonly  difgufting)  have  not  fuppreiTed 
«  your  feelings.  You  have  been  willing  to  afcertainthe  full 
"  extent  of  our  diftrefTes,  and  to  pour  into  our  wounds  the 
"  falutary  balm  of  your  fenfibility  and  companion. 

"  The  piclure  which  1  have  drawn  of  our  calamities  is  ftill 
C£  far  fhort  of  the  iruth. 

"  That  verdure,  with  which  our  fields  were  lately  arrayed, 
"  is  no  longer  vifible-j  difcoloured  by  the  flames,  and  laid 
"  wafte  by  the  devaluations  of  war,  our  coafts  exhibit' no 
cc  profpea  but  that  of  horror.  The  emblems  which  we  wear 
"  on  our  perfon s*  are  the  tokens  of  our  grief  for  the  lofs  of 
«  our  brethren,  who  were  furprifed,  and  bafely  afFaflinated,  by 
"  the  revolters. 

.   *  The  Affembly  appeared  in  white  drefTes,   with  black  illk  fa/hes.    There  were 
upwards  of  two  hundred  members  prefers. 

"   It 
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&  It  is  by  the  light  of  thefe  conflagrations,  that  every  way 
?c  furround  us,  that  we  now  deliberate;  we  are  compelled  to 
*<c  fit  armed  and  watchful,  through  the  night,  to  keep  the 
<c  enemy  from  our  fanctuary.  For  a  long  time  paft  our  bo- 
•se  foms  have  been  depreffed  by  forrow;  they  experience  this 
«  'day,  for  the  fir  ft  time,  the  fweet  emotions  of  pleafure,  in 
<c  beholding  you  among  us. 

<e  Generous  iflanders !  humanity  has  operated  powerfully 
f8  on  your  hearts ;  you  have  yielded  to  the  firft  emotion  of 
"  your  generofity,  in  the  hopes  of  /hatching  us  from  death; 
f?  for,  it  is  already  too  late  to  fave  us  from  mifery.  What  a 
*c  contraft  between  your  conduct  and  that  of  other  nations ! 
"  We  will  avail  ourfelyes  of  your  benevolence :  but  the  days 
**  you  preferve  to  us  will  not  be  fufficient  to  manifeft  our  gra- 
"  titude  :  —  Our  children  fhall  keep  it  in  remembrance. 

"  Regenerated  France,  unapprifed  that  fuch  calamities 
W  might  befal  us,  has  taken  no  meafures  to  protect  us  againft 
"  their  effects :  with  what  admiration  will  fhe  learn,  that, 
?c  without  your  afiiftance,  we  fhould  no  longer  exift  as  a  de- 
,cc  pendency  to  any  nation. 

'?■  The  Gommiflioner,  deputed  by  us  to  the  ifland  o/  Ja- 
fc  maica,  has  informed  us  of  your  exertions  to  ferve  us.  — 
ff  Receive  the  aflurance  of  our  attachment  and  fenfibility. 

"  The  Governor- general  of  this  ifland,  whofe  fentiments 
cf  perfectly  accord  with  our  own,  and  who  is  ftrongly  at- 
*9  tached  to  the  interests  of  this  country,  participates  equally 
"  in  the  joy  we  feel  at  your  prefence  and  in  our  gratitude  for 
u  the  afiiftance  you  have  brought  us. 
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(D.) 

gxtraft  from  the  Addrefs  of  the  Merchants  ana*  Traders  of 
Amiens  to  the  National  AJfembly^  Dec,  10,   179 1. 

THE  freedom  of  the  negroes  in  the  Weft-Indies,  fo  eager- 
ly defired  by  the  fociety  of  the  A?nis  des  Noirs>  has  filbmitted, 
to  public  enquiry,  a  queftion  of  too  much  importance,  at  this 
time,  to  be  regarded  with  indifference.  This  cjueftion,  fo 
clofely  connected  with  the  commercial  interests  of  Europe, 
has  divided  opinions  and  formed  parties.  In  the  eye  (  of  rea- 
fon,  both  experience  and  policy  unite  in  dictating,  that  we 
fhould  abide  by  the  cuftomary  regulations  j  meliorating^  \i  \t 
be  yet  pomble,  the  lot  of  the  negroes. 

The  pretended  philanthropifts,  not  having  fueceedecj  in. 
ertablifhing  anarchy  by  means  of  an  unqualified  enfranchife- 
ment  of  the  negroes,  have  directed  their  attentipn  to  the  men 
of  colour,  whom  time  would  naturally  have  conducted  to  all 
the  rights  of  other  citizens. 

We  draw  the  veil  over  fcenes  of  horror,  the  bare  recital  of 
which  has  made  you  fhudder.  We  leave  to  journalifts,  for 
the  moft  part  coldly  felfifri  or  irrationally  enthufiaftic,  to  rea- 
fon  over  them  in  their  manner.  Let  them  tell  us  that  France, 
to  be  profperous,  needs  no  colonies;  that  the  lofs  of  fugar 
and  coffee  is  an  evil  only  to  wealthy  perfons  who  confume 
them.  Thefe  are  not  arguments  that  will  perfuade  the  patri- 
otic citizen,  Axil  lefs  the  enlightened  merchant.  Let  facts 
convince  u?,  that  France  owes  her  fplendpur  only  to  her  co- 
lonies ;  and  that,  in  the  prefent  Hate  of  the  European  nations, 
France,  without  her  colonies,  cannot  be  fupported. 

It  is  needlefs,  Sirs,  to  fix  your  attention  upon  the  nature 
of  the  French  commerce,  but,  perhaps,  it  may  be  neceffary 
to  examine  what  is  the  bafis  of  its  commercial  induftry ;  an 
objed  fo  important^  that  it  is  the  principle  of  our  inmerfe 
population. 
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The  greater  part  of  our  manufactories  are  nourifhetl  by 
raw  materials  imported,  and  which  we  muft  purchafe  from 
foreigners ;  and  what  have  we,  of  the  produce  of  our  foil  or 
of  the  fruits  of  our  induftry,  to  give  them  in  return  ?  Before 
the  eftablimment  of  our  manufactories,  which  have  (o  prodi- 
gioufly  augmented  the  number  of  confumers,  it  was  politic 
to  export  corn,  but  we  now  find,  by  experience,  great  objec- 
tions to  an  export  of  that  article.  There  remain,  then,  our 
wines,  brandies,  fame  fruits,  a  little  dried  fifh,  fome  cattle, 
and  fait ;  we  have  alfo  to  offer  them  linens,  filks,  woollens, 
cottons,  and  millencry  and  haberdafhery  wares. 

Although  thefe  different  manufactories  occafion  a  confide- 
rable  export  to  foreign  nations,  their  amount  does  not  form 
a  compenfation  for  the  raw  materials,  drugs,  and  dye  ftuffs, 
which  we  are  compelled  to  take  from  them.  Other  riches 
become  neceffary  in  order  to  pay  for  the  furplus  and  to  give 
a  balance  advantageous  to  France.  Thofe  riches  our  colo- 
nies fupply. 

France  received  annually  from  her  American  colonies  a* 
bout  300,000,006  value  in  their  produce,  of  which  about 
one  half  was  exported.  It  is  by  this  value  that  we  pay  for 
thofe  materials,  which  are  the  fupport  of  our  manufactures, 
and  for  other  articles,  whether  of  luxury  or  of  neceffity ;  and, 
by  this  value,  there  accrued  to  France  a  balance  of  trade 
amounting  to  between  40  and  50,000,000  of  livres. 

What  becomes  of  this  balance,  what  becomes  of  the  king- 
dom, if  welofe  thefe  invaluable  poiTefTions?  Should  that  lofs, 
happen  from  our  fault,  we  have  to  anfwer  to  our  brethren., 
refident  in  the  colonies,  who  look  to  the  mother-country  for 
protection*  we  have  to  anfwer  to  the  numerous  feamen  and 
artificers  of  all  kinds  who  refide  in  our  fea-ports;  we  have  to 
anfwer  to  all  thofe  manufactories  of  the  internal  provinces* 
whofe  hands  are  employed  by  the  colonies,  or  by  thofe  con- 
nected with  them.  —  How  dreadful  the  profpect ! 
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Similar  addreffes  were  prefented  from  Bourdeaux,  Nantes, 
Havre,  &c4  " 

(E.J 

Extracl  of  the  Speech  of 'M.  Rous  tan,  in  the  National  Affent^ 
bly>  Dec.  10,  179 1.  fi&  was  deputed^  by  the  Colony  of  Su 
Domingo,  to  aft  Succours  of  the  Arrieritan  States.) 

BUT,  Sirs,  by  what  fatality  are  all  our  meafures  to  be 
confidered  as  fufpicious  ?    By  what  fatality  are  we  reduced  to 
bur  juftification  ?  We,  that  are  the  victims,  whilft  the  charges 
of  our  enemies,  I  might  fay  of  our  executioners,  are  looked  up- 
on as  indifputable  truths !  By  what  right  does  M.  Brijfoi*  and 
thofe  other  members  of  the  National  AlTembly,  who  are  rg-» 
n^rant  of  the  internal  regulation  which  is  fui table  to  our  owri 
colonies,  becaufe  that  regulation  depends  on  localities  that 
can  be  known  only  to  the  inhabitants,  permit  themfelves  to 
load  us  with  abufe?  Whence  comes  it  that,  when  we  require 
them  to  bring  proof  of  what  they  affert,-  the  National  Affem- 
bly,  which  has  promifed  us  juftice,  mould  not  compel  them 
to  their  own  vindication;  whilft  we,  on  our  parts,  offer  proof 
of  all  we  have  affirmed  ? 

To  what  an  excefs  of  defpair  fhall  we  not  reduce  our  hap- 
lefs  conftituents,  when  we  relate  to  them,  as  we  muft,  all 
that  has  paiTed  during  the  difcuflion  of  their  dreadful  iituation ! 
What  confidence  will  they  derive  from  a  Journalift,  member 
of  the  National  AlTembly,  who  publiftie?,  (1  quote  his  own 
cxpreffion,)  that  thofe  celebrated  words,   «  Perijh  the  Colonies 
«  rather  than  we  Jhould  facrifice  a  Principle -have  been  pro- 
«  nounced  in  vain  from  the  tribunal  of  the  Conflituent  Ajfem*  . 
«  bly"  Pronounced  in  vain!  then  it  is  the  wim,  the  prayer,  of 
M.  Condercety  that  thefe  words  had  not  been  a  fruitlefs  ineffec- 
tual declamation.   Pronounced  in  vain!  Then  he  would  hav* 
had    pleafure   in  feeing  a  maffacre  of  50,000  Frenchmen, 

*  M.  Rouftan  no  fooner  mentioned  the  name  of  M.  Sriffit  than  there  was  a 
gre.t  ctanour  in  the  AffemWy.-Several  rubers  exclaimed, « To  prifon  with  hun  I 
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lo,coo  mulattoes,  and  500,000  negroes,  in  the  colony  of  St. 
Domingo  Only,  rather  man  have  facrificed  what  he  calls  a  prin- 
ciple. 1  fhould  conceive  myfelf  to  be  wounding  the  delicacy 
of  the  National  AfTembly,  fhould  I  attempt  to  prove  all  the 
nbrrors  thefe  dreadful  words  convey  ! 

(F.y  [ 

fcsciracis  from  the  Speech  of  Mr.  Bertrand,  Marine  Mi* 
^ftiftet of France j  in  the  National  Ajfembly,  DeclGfi  1791° 

I  HAVE  explained  to  you,  Sirs,  the  meafures  taken  by 
flie  king,  for  affording  relief  to  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, fo  foon  as  their  calamity  and  danger  were  made 
Icnowji  to  his  majefly  :  inadequate,  doiibtlefs,  of  themfelves, 
their  fuccefs  depends  wholly  on  their  promptitude,  and  oil 
the  aiTurance  that  they  (hall  be  followed  by  others  more 
effecTive.  But,  previous  to  thefe  being  determined  upon, 
it  was  fitting  we  fhould  know  the  true  caufes  of  the  trou* 
bles  which  have  led  to  this  terrible  cataftrophe.  I  have  ne» 
gle£ed  ho  means  of  difcovering  them,  becaufe  by  fuch  dif- 
covery  alone  can  we  be  directed  in  the  application  of  thofe 
meafures  which  are  to  prevent  its  return. 

Some  accufe  the  Colbnifts  of  wi&ing  t@  furrender  them- 
felves  to  the  EngHCb,  &c.  &c* 

Others,  on  the  contrary,  fee  no  other  caufe  of  their  mifr 
fortunes  but  in  the  incendiary  writingsr  difTeminated  in  the 
Colonies  with  a  view  to  flir  the  negroes  to  revolt  5  in  the 
correfpondence  maintained,  for  fome  time  parr,  between  the 
people  of  colour  and  a  fociety  called  Philanthroplfts  y  found- 
<ded,  fay  they,  upon  a  fyflem,  deftrudYive  of  all  colonial 
property,  and'whofe  origin  and  principles  are  thus  ffcated. 

*  Thefe  accufations  have  been  omitted  by  the  translator,  as  being  now  gens- 
tally  discredited,  See  Mr,  Bcrtrand's  o*ra  oginioa  of  \fyt&  in  tfec  fiibjfc^en!;  g arS 
tf  km  fpeecita 
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It  is  eafy  to  conceive,  that  a  free  people,  always  worthy 
of  being  (o,  muft  have  felt  an  alloy  to  its  enjoyment  of  co- 
lonial eftablifhments  from  the  circumftance  of  their  being 
founded  on  flavery. 

This  fentiment  of  a  generous  and  humane  nation  (cer- 
tainly eftimable,  however  juft  or  well  fodnded)  was  fure  to 
gain  ground,  and  a  milder  treatment  of  our  negroes  wa»  its 
natural  refult. 

But  the  philofophic  fpirit,  fo  prevalent  in  France,  aimed 
at  farther  conquers,  and  has  been  employed  in  ftrengthening, 
with  all  the  force  of  argument,  the  theory  of  a  fentiment, 
which,  perhaps,  might  have  been  more  prudently  left  to  its/ 
own  operations. 

According  to  its  doclrines,  the  Colonies,  thofe  pofTeflJons 
for  which  humanity  has  been  wounded  and  juitice  fet  afide#. 
have  not  that  value  which  cupidity  has  affixed  to  therrv  but 
are  ruinous  to  the  deluded  mother-country.  The  poffibility 
of  replacing  them  by  fettlements  more  contiguous,  and  un- 
der a  climate  more  ftmilar  to  our  own  5  (that  of  Africa  ©r 
the  Mediterranean  Iflands  for  inltance;)  the  neceflicy  there 
muft  one  day  arife  of  refigning  pofTefTions  fo  diftant,  inha- 
bited by  men  whofeingratkude-and  treachery  there  is  reafon 
to  forefee,  &c.  &c.  all  thefe  motives  united  lead  us  to  re- 
gard a  voluntary  abandonment  as  no  more  than  an  anticipa- 
tion of  events  inevitable,  with  the  advantage  of  a  previous 
preparation  and  a  provifion  of  more  durable  refources.  Our 
wifer  neighbours  have  made  fimilar  calculations  refpecling 
their  North- American  colonies,  proving,  by  the  fums  ex- 
pended in  their  defence,  how  burthenfome  tney  have  been. 

Although  fuch  calculations  (natural  enough  by  way  of 
confolation  for  having  loft  them)  related  only  to  the  conti- 
nental colonies,  refembiing  but  in  name  the  colonies  of  the 
American  Archipelago,  yet  this  difference  did  not  ftrike 
every  mind.  Commercial  policy  appeared  to  fecond  the 
#aates  of  humanity,  and  the  number  of  the  Philamhro- 
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pifts  was  fuelled  by  all  thofe,  whofe  fenfibility,  in  order  to 
be  excited,  needed  other  ftimulatives  than  thofe  of  philan- 
thropy itfelf. 

?  This  is  the  fyftem,  (fay  the  planters,)  which  has  er- 
"  roneoufly  and  cruelly  occafioned  thofe  bloody  fcenes  of 
"  which  we  are  the  vi&ims.     Follow,  ftep  by  ftep,  the 
«  proceedings   and  efTe&s   of  this  profelyte-making  zeal, 
«'  which  began  by  preaching  an  abolition  of  flavery  and  un- 
*«  qualified  liberty  to  our  negroes  ;  which  then  moderating 
"  its  pretenfions,  the  better  to  graduate  its  progrefs,  afked 
"  only  a  fuppreffion  of  the  trade  ;  and  which  at  laft,  with 
<e  a   more  plaufible  and   fecure  aim,  has   feemed  to  confine 
*6  its  attention  to  the  elevation  of  the  people  of  colour,  the 
*'  more  effe&ually  to  work  our  deftrucYion.     Will  it  not  be 
«  deemed  impofftbk)  that  a  fyjlem,  qfuming  humanity  as  its  bafut 
«  Jhouldbe  capable  of  producing  effefts  fo  cruel?     Has  not  the 
"  hiftory  of  thofe  very  climates  furnifhed  us  with   a  fadt,  a 
"  reference  to  which  cannot  but  do  honour  to  the  molt  fcru- 
•J  pulous  philanthropift  ?     It  is  to  the  humane  and  pious  Las 
"  Castas  that  America  owes  her  negroes  ;  touched  with  the 
"  evils  which  his  fellow-citizens  inflicted  upon  the  native 
"  Carlbbs,  he  fought  in  Africa  for  men  already  doomed  to 
f*  flavery,  who,  without  aggravation  of  mifery  and   by  a 
"  fimple  exchange  of  fetters,  under  a   climate  fimilar  to 
M  their  own,  might  fupply  the    place   of  the  Americans, 
««  alike  unfit  for  labour  and  for  chains.     If  this  pious  miflio- 
*f  nary  was  deceived  by  his  humanity  5    if,  to  fave  from  la- 
"  bourand  flavery  a  remnant  of  the  Caribbs,  he  has  been 
♦c  the  means  of  dooming  to  that  lot  millions  of  Africans, 
f«  let  the  modern  philosophers,  who  cannot   pretend  purer 
"  motives,  fee  that  they  alfo  fail  not  of  their   ovje£t.     In 
?«  their  attempt,  to  put  an  end  to  the  flavery  of  the  negroes, 
*c  they  may  reduce  to  mifery  five  or  fix  millions  of  their 
f*  \#hite  fellow-citizens,    friends  and  brethren,  and  may 
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u  overturn  the  ftrotigefl:  pillars  of  the  national  profperity  ° 
nor  will  they  do  effectual  good  *o  thofe  whom  they  wifh 
to  ferve.  Without  a  concurrence  of  all  the  interefted 
powers,  the  Colonies  have  only  to  choofe  their  protestor, 
the  flaves  their  mafter.  Thefe  I  aft  may,  indeed,  as  they 
have  lately  too  dreadfully  proved,  attempt   to  cut  the 

€*  throats  of  ourfelves,  our  wives,  and  child --en,  and  of  all 
who  are  fet  over  them;  but  it  will  be  only  that  they  may 
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exchange  one  fervitude  for  another.5 


Such,  Sirs,  are  the  arguments  advanced,  in  their  turns? 
by  the  planters  and  their  antagonists*  In  my  adminiftratjve 
capacity,  folely,  have  I  endeavoured  todifcriminate  the  cau- 
fes,  whatever  they  may  be,  which  have  led  the  way  to  the 
troubles  in  St*  Domingo,  that  I  might  the  more  effectually 
apply  the  means  of  prevention. 

As  to  theaccufations,  againft  the  Colonics,  of  defigns  to 
fubmit  themfeJves  to  the  Englifh  j  to  render  thernfeives  in- 
dependent j  to  effect  a  counter-revolution  :  —  I  know  no- 
things I  have  found  nothing,  in  evidence,  of  proje£ls,  fo  cul- 
pable, extravagant,  or  abfurd  ! 

As  to  the  accufation  brought  againfl  the  partifans  of  the  liberty 

of 'the  black  sy —  I  cannot  conceal  that  it  appears  much  better 

founded*     But,  whatever  be  the  caufe,  where  are  we  to  look 

for  the  remedy  of  thefe  difafters  ?    How  are  we  to  prevent 

their  repetition  ? 

The  firft  and  mofl  ufeful  fj:ep  is,  doubtlefs,  to  become' 
acquainted  with  our  true  interefls,  and  real  commercial  re- 
lation with  the  colonies  ;  fence  an  ignorance  of  thefe  principles 
has  been  the  primary  jource  of  our  errors  and  of  their  cala-* 
mities. 

We  fhould  conflder  our  Colonies  as  fo  many  manufacto- 
ries, eftablifhed  at  1800  leagues  diftance  from  the  mother- 
country,  and  the  mother-country  herfelf  as  the  moneyed 
firm,  which  has  furnifhed  the  expence  of  thefe  eftablifh- 

rnents 


C   45    1 

pevts  of  agriculture  and  induflry,  whether  for  their  firft  foun^ 
Ration,  maintenance,  or  protection.     Every  member  of  the 
mother  country  is  a  flock-holder  in  this  important  fpecula- 
tion ;  to  fhare  the  benefits  of  which,  it  is  enough  to  have  been, 
born  in  France;  and  all  French  citizens,  I  repeat  it,  alL 
are   interefted  in  its  fuccefs,    though  in  different  degrees  : 
fome  as  farmers  or  proprietors  of  lands,  which,  in  whole  or 
in  part,  are  cultivated  to  fupply  the  wants  of  thefe  diftant 
confumers,  and  who  would  be  ruined  without  fo  important  a 
demand  for  their  produce  j  fome  as  embarked  in  various  de- 
partments of  induftry,  wholly  or  partially  occupied  in  fup- 
plying  the  Colonies,  and  whofe  produaions  without  them 
would  remain  on  hand  ;  fome,  again,  as  commercial  people, 
navigators,  coafling  traders,  &c.  forming  a  third  clafs,  bu- 
fied  in  carrying  on  with  the  Colonies  the  conneaion  of  the 
other  two.     Whatever  be  our  rank  in  this  firm,  whatever 
be   the  fum  and    nature   of  our  mares,  from  the  laborious 
fiufbandman  to  the  lazy  money-lender,  from  the  induftrious 
manufaaurer  to  the  ufelefs  {lock-jobber,  from  the  adventu- 
rous fpeculator  to  the  cautious  annuitant,  —  all,  yes,  all,  are 
interefted  in  the  fate  of  thefe  valuable  eftablifliments,  by 
Whole  aid  even  Calumny  herfelf  fells  her  poifon  to  a  profit. 

Regulated  and  governed  in  whatever  manner,  thefe  efta- 
blifhments  ftill  keep  their  primitive  charaaer  of  an  enter- 
prife,  in  which  the  mother-country  has  embarked,  and  of 
which  me  alone  ought  to  reap  the  profit  or  the  lofs. 

As  to  calculations  of  the  fums  thefe  eftablifhments  havfc 
coil,  fuppofing  them  not  exaggerated,  bow  are  we  to  appre- 
ciate, in  gold  or  in  figures,  the  advantages  which  rejult  to  Eu- 
rope from  her  Colonies?  Is  it  poifible  we  mould  be  blind  to 
the  obvious  increafe  of  our  population  \  the  only  true  crite- 
rion of  national  profperity,  an  infallible  fign  at  once  of  the 
plenty  of  food  and  of  the  need  of  hands  j  for,  men  multi- 
ply  where  fubMence  abounds  and  where  labour  invites. 
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6an  we  fail  to  fee,  that  an  obligation  to  fell  their  produce 
fcnly  to  the  members  of  the  mother-country,  and  to  buy  of 
them  alone  every  article  they  want,  forms  a  double  fource 
of  riches,  of  which  the  meafute  is  immenfe  ?  In  fhort,  the 
Colonies  take  from  us  all  they  want  at  fuch  prices  as  we 
pleafe  to  impofe  ;  they  return  us  a  fufHciency  of  their  va- 
luable produce,  not  only  to  ferve  the  consumption  of  twenty-. 
"five  millions  of  inhabitants,  but  to  form  a  very  great  fur- 
plus,  which  we  fell  with  profit  to  the  nations  who  have  no 
Colonies  of  their  own.  And  fhall  all  thefe  advantages  be 
cflimated  by  a  feries  of  figures,  which,  expreffing  only  the 
relations  of  quantity,  are  applicable  to  none  but  to  material 
gnd  inanimate  objeds  ? 

Obferve,  Sirs,  that  the  effecl:  of  fuch  erroneous  calcula- 
tions, refpecYing  our  Colonies,  muft  neceflfarily  impofe  a 
retrograde  courfe  upon  the  public  fortune.  It  is  not  to  mo- 
derate the  fpeed,  but  to  ftop  at  once  the  motion,  of  this 
powerful  wheel,  that  we  are  invited.  In  an  inftant,  we  are 
to  condemn  to  ina&ivity  thofe  millions  of  arms,  which  are 
now  employed  to  move  it:  in  an  inftant,  we  are  to  cut  all 
the  threads,  which  conduft  us  to  fuch  an  immenfity  of 
wealth  !  Eftimate,  I  befeech  you,  Sirs,  the  dreadful  effects 
of  fuch  a  fudden  feparation  ! 
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IVith  the  following  Pojlfcript  to  Mr.  de  Blanchelande'j-  Letter^ 
of  the  ^Oth  of  November )  to  the  Mlnlfter  of  Marine -,  (which 
is  among  the  latefl  authentic  advices  from  St.  Domingo,)  the 
Tranflator  clofes  this  imperfSi  fketch  of  the  miferies  of  the 
richejl  and  moft  important  Colony  in  the  world. 

"  THIS  inftant  I  have  received  a  Letter  from  the  Muni- 
cipality of  Port  au  Prince,  of  which  I  fubjoin  a  copy.* 
The  truth  of  its  contents  has  been  confirmed  to  me  by  Mr. 
Saule  de  Saulnoir.  Some  curfe  from  above  has,  I  fear,  been 
pronounced  againfl  this  wretched  Colony  dooming  it  to  en- 
tire deftruclion  !  Calamities  of  every  defcription  are  furely  to 
fail  to  its  lot !  A  ray  of  hope,  on  the  arrival  of  the  Commif- 
fioners  fent  by  the  National  Affembly,feemed  deftined  to  fatten* 
my  anxieties  and  my  pain ;  that  momentary  fatisfaclion  is 
now  cruelly  difturbed  %  and  the  more  fo  as  our  fituation  in 
•the  northern  province  and  the  exhaufted  Hate  of  our  re- 
fources  form  obftacles  to  my  wifhes  of  flying  to  the  fuc- 
cour  of  the  ravaged  departments.  But  that  would  require 
fuperior  forces,  and  fcarcely  have  we  fufficient  to  maintain  a 
humiliating  defence.  If  our  brethren  in  Europe  come  not 
fpeedily  to  our  fuccour,  what  will  become  of  us  !" 

*  This  letter  gives  an  account  of  the  burling  of  that  rich  and  flourishing 
town  on  the  22d  of  November.  The  moft  moderate  donatio**  makss  the  his, 
fuftaincd  en  that  occajfion,  150,000,000  of  jivres. 
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NOTICES 


ON    THE 


SLAVE-TRADE: 

IN  REFERENCE  TO  THE  PRESENT  STATE 

OF 

THE  BRITISH  ISLES. 


It  is  the  prerogative  of  this  detested  traffic  to  separate  from  evil 
its  concomitant  good,  and  reconcile  discordant  mischiefs;  it  robs 
war  of  its  generosity,  it  deprives  peace  of  its  security;  you  have 
the  vices  of  polished  society,  without  its  knowledge  or  its  com- 
forts; and  the  evils  of  barbarism  without  its  simplicity. 

Wi lb ER force's  Speech,  April  2,  1792. 


— -— — • — And  how  probably  those  colonies,  for,  the  sake  of 

which  we  have  hugged  fondly  to  our  bosoms  that  deformed  mon- 
ster the  Slave  Trade,  after  its  frightful  aspect  has  been  laid  bare 
before  the  eye  of  the  national  conscience,  may  soon,  by  a  righte- 
ous Providence,  be  made  the  sources  of  our  humiliation  and  ruin. 
The  Crisis  of  the  Sugar  Colonies,  page,  109. 
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